
                   SRWA Attendance and the Law 

What the law states 

The Education Act 1996 requires parents to ensure their children of compulsory school age 

receive efficient full time education. The law says that parent/carers whose children of 

compulsory school age are absent from school without good reason are committing an offence. 

The Local Education Authority can issue a Fixed Penalty Notice for unauthorised absence. 

Please be aware that although a reason for absence may be given, in accordance with 

statutory guidelines, it is the Academy which decides if the absence is recorded as authorised 

or unauthorised. Please note; the Academy does not authorise time off for colds, headaches or 

minor ailments. 

Students should attend the Academy regularly and on time. Registration begins at 08:50 and 

midday each day and registers will be closed 30 minutes after these times. If your child arrives 

late, they must report to Student Support to be entered as late. Students arriving late without an 

acceptable reason will be marked as having an unauthorised absence for that session.  

Parents are responsible for informing the Academy via the absence line of the reason for any 

absence on the first morning, by the start of registration at 08:50 and everyday thereafter. This 

must be confirmed in writing on your child’s first day back at the Academy. The expectation is 

that your child will return to school as soon as he/she is able to. Attendance has a direct impact 

on a student’s progress and attainment.  

Please avoid making routine medical and dental appointments during school hours. 
Appointments for dental check-ups are no longer recorded as an authorised absence. 
 
In total there are 175 non-school days a year, in which families are able to spend time together 
and go on holiday. Taking a holiday during term time seriously affects your child’s attendance 
and their attainment. The law states that parents do not have the right to take students on 
holiday in term time. Any request for absence must be in writing and in advance. Absences will 
only be authorised in exceptional circumstances and at the discretion of the Principal.  
 
Where a request for a holiday during term time is refused, the Academy will write to you 
advising that the holiday is unauthorised. If the holiday is still taken and it is over 5 days, it will 
result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being issued to each parent with parental responsibility of each 
child. Failure to pay a fine can lead to court action being taken by West Sussex County Council.  
 

 

We look forward to working with you in the future in supporting excellent attendance and 

ongoing success for your child at The Sir Robert Woodard Academy. 


