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Message from the Principal

Dear Parents & Carers,

A busy first week back with exams, Options Evening and of course World Book Day. I have
avoided asking everybody to dress up in the past, but this year I’m grabbing at anything
that helps lift the mood. Even though it’s not everybody's cup of tea, I think allowing
children to be children is the right thing right now so thank you for making the e�ort -  and
please head over to our Facebook page to see some great pics from the day.

We have discussed the Russian invasion of Ukraine this week, including a balanced,
informative and hopefully reassuring video prepared by our Director of Humanities, Josh
Andain. I include here a resource you may find useful if you are discussing this at home.

Again, in the spirit of cultivating a buoyant mood at the Academy, we are also embracing Red Nose day on Friday,
March 18th. This will be a non-uniform day for students and we’re asking for a donation via our Crowdfunding page
(link will go live shortly)  or to bring £1 on the day. We will share all money raised between Comic Relief, The
Meningitis Research Foundation and supporting year 10 SRWA student, Evie Sayer, who has been chosen to
represent the UK at the 25 World Scout Jamboree in South Korea. Our Chaplain is also planning a trip to Romania
to support vulnerable children. Further details can be found below.

Things are changing in how students pay for lunch and I’m pleased to see that most people have signed up for
biometrics now which will help to keep things moving at lunchtime.  There is still time so please click on the link
here to give consent for your child.

And finally, later this month we have two shows happening in our theatre; National Theatre Connections and our
Annual Dance Showcase, neither of which have been able to happen for a while. It would be great to see as many
of you there as possible - the teams are very excited to be getting back in front of a live audience.

Have a great weekend,

Kieran
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Key Dates

Date and Time Year group Event Notes

Thursday 10th March Y9 Y9 Parents’ Evening 1 16:30-19:30. Online.
Teachers are available across the
two evenings. Bookings on
srwa.schoolcloud.co.uk

Thursday 17th March Y9 Y9 Parents’ Evening 2 16:30-19:30. Online

Monday 14th and
Tuesday 15th March

All National Theatre
Connections

TryBooking
£5 adults/ £3 concessions

Friday 18th March All Red Nose Day SRWA fundraiser link
(link will go live soon)

Wednesday 23rd March All Annual Dance Showcase Trybooking.
£5 adults/ £3 concessions

Monday 28th March Y9 Options Deadline Options Form at
www.srwa.woodard.co.uk/options

Year 9 Options
A reminder of the link to our Online Presentation for parents/carers explaining the options process
www.srwa.woodard.co.uk/options and the deadline of Monday 28th March for submitting option choices.
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National Theatre
Connections/Annual Dance
Showcase
We are so excited to announce that we are
participating in National Theatre Connections
again this year with live performances of the
fabulous new play, The Ramayana Reset.
March 14th and 15th, 7 pm. Book directly through
TryBooking £5 adults/ £3 concessions.
Also delighted to be able to stage our Annual
Dance Showcase this year. Tuesday 22nd &
Wednesday 23rd March 7 pm
Tickets available online through Trybooking.
£5 adults/ £3 concessions

Red Nose Day/ Fundraising
Over the coming months some individuals within our community are engaging in some really worthwhile events so
we have decided to focus our Red Nose Day e�orts on helping them achieve their fundraising goals. Evie Sayer,
year 10,  has been chosen to be part of the 25th World Scout Jamboree in Korea; past pupil Lia Gillett is climbing
Kilimanjaro to raise money for Meningitis research and our Chaplain, Paul Sanderson, is taking a group of students
to Romania to work with very vulnerable children. (Please read more below about their activities and motivations
in their own words below.) To make it easier for you to contribute, we have set up a Crowdfunder page where you
can donate to all three good causes. Please feel free to share the link with your friends and family and let’s see how
much we can raise together.

Lia Gillett - Climbing Kilimanjaro in aid of meningitis research
Hello, I am a former Woodard student currently in my second year at the University of Kent. I am coming back to
my roots to ask for the support of everyone at the Academy and the families of those who attend. I have set myself
a pretty crazy challenge and would love for you to be a part of my journey. In June I will be trekking the world's
highest freestanding mountain, Mount Kilimanjaro in Africa in aid of the Meningitis Research Foundation. I am
fundraising to help the charity put an end to Meningitis by 2030 and would love to have you on this journey with
me. Any contribution you can a�ord will help a great deal. Thank you.

Evie Syer - World Scout Jamboree in South Korea
Hi, I’m Evie and I am honoured to have been selected as one of 12 scouts from the Worthing area to represent
England at the next World Scout Jamboree in South Korea in August 2023. The World Scout Jamboree is a
gathering of 50,000 scouts from around the world who get together to unite as one and to swap scouting and
cultural experiences. It will be a great adventure of personal development and confidence too and I will then be
able to pass this experience on to the rest of my troop and younger cubs and scouts. I have to raise £4,000 for
myself and a scout from a less a�uent country to be able to attend. I am planning lots of fundraising events for
this eg: Hiking the South Down Way, Cycling (virtually) to South Korea, New Year's Day Swim and selling lots of
homemade goods. I'm very excited about the adventures to come. Thank you for any contributions you can make.

Paul Sanderson - Romania’s vulnerable children
One of our international partners in Romania works tirelessly to provide education, medication and sanitation to
children and families living in poverty in the heart of Europe. The Roma Gypsy community face prejudice and
discrimination on a daily basis around the world including in their home nation. The work we are doing together
brings holiday fun and learning through an activity week, as well as ongoing support with equipment and
much-needed supplies.
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Reminder about Biometric Enrolment
To ensure that your child can be enrolled on our biometric system for cashless catering, we need your consent. The
consent is in Arbor - Link here. Once in Arbor, you will see any outstanding consents on the left in Notices.

Simply click the consent notice and record your response.

SMSC Update
Next week the Academy will be encouraging students to think about gender discrimination in assemblies and in
our next extended tutor mornings. So far these extended tutor mornings have been a great vehicle for
encouraging our young people to pause and reflect on important issues to do with the government's RSE
curriculum. Our assembly this week will talk about International Women's Day, and the extended morning for
KS4/5 students will watch Zara McDermott's film on iPlayer. KS3 will explore the issues between De Jure and De
Facto discrimination towards women throughout history, and ask students how we can all make society a better
place.

On Tuesday we will also be taking 12 students to Hurstpierpoint College, where they will participate in our first
experience of the Model United Nations. This programme encourages young people to engage in international
politics and debate important issues. Three of our year 10s are representing the Philippines, Year 11s are
representing Iraq, and six year 12s are representing China and Japan. The issues up for debate are Fast Fashion,
the colonisation of the moon and the global response to the twin towers. The students at the Academy are
becoming increasingly aware of global events, and programmes such as this help them explore them in academic
ways.
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Careers:
Unifrog - Careers Platform
This week we launched our brand new careers
platform, called Unifrog. It is a site that supports
students with their careers exploration and journey all
the way from year 7 through to year 13.

Unifrog brings into one place every undergraduate university course, apprenticeship, and college course in the UK,
as well as other opportunities This make it easy for students to compare and choose the best university courses,
apprenticeships or further education courses for them. Additionally, the platform helps students successfully apply
for these opportunities by writing their personal statements, applications and CVs and guiding them through the
process.

Students have all received an email invite this week to sign in. They then log in using their email address and
password and they can do so from any computer, tablet or smartphone. We would encourage you to use the
platform with your child so you can support them through the process of deciding their next step. As a first step,
support your child in signing in and taking their first steps. The platform will guide them through some initial
activities to help provide personalised recommendations and suggestions.

We have also set up a parent login so that you can use Unifrog as if you were a student yourself, allowing you to
support your child. The form code you need is SIRWParents and you can sign up here: www.unifrog.org/code We
know that you will find this tool helpful, and we will continue to update you with this as the year goes on. At any
time, you can find the link to Unifrog under the quick links on the SRWA Website.

Apprenticeships at Google
As you can imagine, Google is quite an interesting place to work and for
the 6th year running, they have landed #1 on Fortune's best company to
work for. Since its founding, Google has been shaping the way we consume
information and continues to develop society through its ever innovative
technology!

Google has apprenticeships available, which will allow school leavers to
study and work at the same time, with the team at Google. As a google
apprentice, students will get exposure to di�erent areas and teams at
Google while gaining a qualification and improving professional skills.
Google’s apprenticeship scheme o�ers a foot in the door to one of the
most innovative tech companies on the market through its Marketing,
Engineering and Technician Programmes.

The Level 4 programmes are suitable for 6th form leavers and the Level 3 are suitable for those over 16.
Applications closing on the 18th March 2022

Engineering Apprenticeship
Software Development
Level 4 | 24 months
https://bit.ly/3IJhriJ

Engineering Apprenticeship
Information Communications Technician
Level 3 | 15 months
https://bit.ly/3vo2xud

Digital Marketing Apprenticeship
Level 3 | 15 months
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Apprenticeships with Rolls Royce

As part of the BMW Group, Rolls Royce is a global name in manufacturing. They have a number of apprenticeship
opportunities coming up in the coming weeks. Most of these are suitable for students 16 and over, and in some
cases students leaving 6th form.
They are highly competitive and hugely sought after, but all successful apprentices move on to employment with
Rolls Royce.
Want to find out more? These two documents have full details of the programmes and how to apply.
Rolls Royce Apprenticeships Newsletter: Edition 1, Edition 2
Application deadlines are 13th March.

COVID-19 Vaccinations
Local NHS providers continue to encourage everyone over the age of 12 to get vaccinated against COVID-19. You
can find walk-in and bookable Covid-19 vaccination centres across West Sussex. No appointment is needed, people
can walk in at any time.

Changes to COVID-19 testing, reporting and self-isolation
Asymptomatic testing
From 21 February, sta� and pupils in mainstream secondary schools will not be expected
to continue taking part in regular asymptomatic testing and should follow asymptomatic
testing advice for the general population.

In the event of an outbreak, a school may also be advised by their local health team or director of public health to
undertake testing for sta� and students of secondary age and above for a period of time.

Self-isolation
When an individual develops COVID-19 symptoms or has a positive test pupils, sta� and other adults should follow
guidance for People with COVID-19 and their contacts.

Summary of guidance:
● Children and young people with COVID-19 should not attend their education setting while they are

infectious.
● If you have COVID-19 you should stay at home and avoid contact with other people.
● You should also follow this advice if you have a positive LFD test result, even if you do not have any

symptoms.
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● Pupils and sta� should return to school as soon as they can, in line with the guidance for People with
COVID-19 and their contacts.

Reporting COVID related absence to school
If your child tests positive for COVID-19 please inform the school at the earliest opportunity.  We will need to know
the date of the first positive COVID test.
The attendance team will authorise absence for 5 days from the date of the first positive COVID test and assume
that the student will return on day 6 (following 2 negative lateral flow tests). If they are still testing positive on day
6 please contact the school again to inform us that the period of self-isolation has to be extended. Parents will
then need to inform the school each subsequent day their child is not in school.
Please remember that there are 3 ways to report your child absent

1. Call 01903 766177
2. Email studentabsence@srwa.co.uk
3. Use the studybugs app

We request that parents do not contact the main reception to report an absence.  Messages left via reception may
not be processed until later in the day.

SEND
Updates from West Sussex County Council Teams
The SEND Commissioning Team are currently working on two projects which you can read more about below:
New Short Breaks Programme Under Development for 2023. The SEND Commissioning Team have begun to
gather feedback from service providers, parent cares, young people and children with Special Educational Need
and/ or Disability (SEND). The feedback will help to inform the future program. See how you can get involved
below!

- Short Breaks Service Provider Engagement Session - 22nd February
- Virtual Engagement Sessions for New Short Breaks Programme in 2023 (Parent Carers) - 1st March
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- Young People's Survey closes March 1st
- Parent Carer Survey closes March 1st

The way the Disability Register in West Sussex works is changing. The disability register is a voluntary register for
those with SEND in West Sussex. The register itself is used to gather the information that is used to help
commission the necessary services across West Sussex so people with SEND can have a fulfilling life. To find out
more read the letter from the SEND Commissioning Team.

SEND AWARENESS EVENT 2022
Calling all parent/carers, children and young people and practitioners…
West Sussex County Council in participation with the West Sussex Parent Carer Forum will be hosting the first-ever
SEND Awareness Event.  They would love to hear your views on what the event should be based on or if there are
any themes you would like to see.  This is a great opportunity for us all to work together to celebrate SEND
(Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) and raise awareness.

Did you go to SRWA or Boundstone?
Join our LinkedIn Alumni page. We run several events each year where former students speak to current students
about their career journey, a number of our alumni joined our Careers Afternoon last term. It would be great if you
could sign up and we can keep you informed of upcoming careers events at SRWA. SRWA Alumni LinkedIn
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Key Pastoral Support Contact List
Year/Area Role Name Email

Year 7 PSO Val Westgate vwestgate@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 7 Head of Year Deb Barr dbarr@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 7 Chapter Head Harry Scantlebury hscantlebury@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 PSO Tracy Smart tsmart@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Head of Year Dave Phillips dphillips@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Chapter Head Mel English menglish@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 PSO Helen McDonald hmcdonald@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Head of Year Henri Heery hheery@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Chapter Head Mark Fox mfox@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 PSO Kerry Ramshaw kramshaw@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 Head of Year Charlotte Earl-Novell cearl-novell@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 Chapter Head Simon Davies sdavies@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 PSO Claire Smith csmith@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Head of Year Sarah Miller smiller@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Chapter Head Eber Kington ekington@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Pastoral Anne Morley amorley@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Director Jane Everett jeverett@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 Chapter Head Mark Monahan mmonahan@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Safeguarding DSL Eber Kington dsl@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Chaplaincy Chaplain Paul Sanderson psanderson@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Page 9

mailto:vwestgate@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:dbarr@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:hscantlebury@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:tsmart@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:dphillips@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:menglish@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:hmcdonald@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:hheery@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:mfox@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:kramshaw@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:cearl-novell@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:sdavies@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:csmith@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:smiller@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:ekington@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:amorley@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:jeverett@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:mmonahan@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:dsl@srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:psanderson@srwa.woodard.co.uk

