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Message from the Principal

Dear Parents and Carers,

The isolation rules are making it very di�cult to run things normally, so from a logistical
point of view, I am pleased to see that one way or another there will be movement on that
front. Apologies again to everybody inconvenienced by our partial closure on Monday and
Tuesday. The school remained relatively calm as a result and sta�ng levels are returning
to normal thankfully.

We are keen to keep things moving, so while in the past we have observed World Book Day,
we avoided dressing up, this year there is a general consensus that everybody needs a bit
of a lift, so we’re all dressing up as a book character on Thursday March 3rd, more details

below. By coincidence, our Options Evening will be the same day, so hopefully, that will be entertaining for our year
9 parents who attend the options meeting. Important information regarding options is also below.

There will be revision classes over the half term for our exam classes and there was lots to digest this week with
announcements on changes to the assessments and contingency arrangements.

And finally, there has been a strong focus on reading and writing this half term at the Academy. Teachers have an
amazing toolkit to support, encourage and improve students' reading and writing. Our SEND specialists are
relentless in removing barriers for those students that need extra support. However, I am also reminded that
outside of school, reading faces sti� competition in the world of mobile phones, games consoles and TV streaming
services. Thankfully, I am encouraged to see that many of our students, particularly those in key stage three have
developed a really healthy reading habit. Our creative writing club is one of the best-attended extracurricular
groups. It is clear to see that the education system is still very much designed to advantage students who read
regularly. So this half term please support us in encouraging our cohort to keep reading, it rarely feels like a waste
of time.

Have a great weekend,

Kieran
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Key Dates

Date and Time Year group Event Notes

Saturday 19th February All Pre-loved Uniform and
Winter Coats sale

11-3 pm, Sompting Big Local Hub
in Cokeham Parade

Monday 21st - Friday 25th

February
All Half Term Break

Monday 28th February All Inset Day

Thursday 3rd March All World Book Day All students are encouraged to
dress as their favourite book
character.

Thursday 3rd March Y9 Y9 Options Evening 18:00-20:00
Details below.

Thursday 3rd - Friday 4th
March

7-10 Readathon Details below

Thursday 10th March Y9 Y9 Parents’ Evening 1 16:30-19:30. Online.
Teachers will be available across
the two evenings. Bookings open
soon on srwa.schoolcloud.co.uk

Thursday 17th March Y9 Y9 Parents’ Evening 2 16:30-19:30. Online
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Parking/stopping outside the school
Following an incident this week that led to a dangerous gridlock situation, we once again ask parents dropping o�
and collecting children from school and after school clubs to NOT stop on the double yellows or the zig-zag lines
along the road outside the Academy. This can lead to tra�c chaos and near misses with children crossing the road
between cars.
Thank you for your support in keeping the road clear and safe for all.

Year 11 February Revision Sessions
Lots of opportunities for students to get support with their revision/ coursework.

Year 9 Options
The Year 9 Options Evening is taking place from 6pm to 8pm on Thursday 3rd March, and we are pleased to
announce that it will be held in person at the Academy.
Parents/carers will have an opportunity to meet with teachers of Key Stage 4 subjects to discuss their child’s
suitability for that particular subject and students will be encouraged to ask any questions they have about the
courses.
Please enter the site via the Main Entrance. Doors will open at 6pm.
In advance of our Options Evening, please watch our Online Presentation for parents/carers explaining the options
process and how to complete the options form. This will be available to view on the Academy website from Tuesday
1st March by clicking on the following link: www.srwa.woodard.co.uk/1966/year-9-options.
A letter outlining the options process and key dates is being sent to all Year 9 parents. Students will also have a
Year 9 Options Assembly during Period 1 on Wednesday 2nd March.

Here is a summary of the key dates for your diaries:

Wednesday 2nd March - Year 9 Options assembly for students
Thursday 3rd March - Year 9 Options Evening
Thursday 10th March - Year 9 Parents’ Evening 1
Thursday 17th March - Year 9 Parents’ Evening 2
Monday 28th March - Deadline for submitting option choices.
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Year 11 and 13 Mock Exams Schedule
The Year 11 Core Subject mock exams and Year 13 mock exams, will be taking place from Tuesday 1st March to
Tuesday 8th March. The Exams Team have sent an email to all students with their personalised timetable. Hard
copies have been given to Form Tutors to distribute to students.

Half Term - Activities for Pupil Premium Students
West Sussex County Council is funding activities during the half term break for disadvantaged children to support
them as they catch up on their learning. Have a look at the websites of the providers you are interested in to see
what they have on o�er and contact them directly for more details.

Half Term - Free School Meal Vouchers
Following the award of the governments’ Household Support Fund to help support vulnerable households and
individuals with essentials, West Sussex County Council is pleased to announce that Free School Meal eligible
families will once again be entitled to a voucher for each FSM child during the upcoming
February half term break. In recognition of how financially challenging recent months have continued to be
for many families across the county, the value of vouchers will once again be £20.00 per FSM child per week.

For children who are not FSM eligible but whose families need urgent support in West Sussex, we have the
Community Hub operating. The Hub can help with food, fuel support, clothing, and emergency supplies. The
Community Hub can be contacted on 0330 222 7980 and is open 08:00 – 20:00 Monday to Friday and 09:00 –
17:00 weekends and bank holidays.

Vape warning
Please read this letter from Adur & Worthing Safer Communities Partnership about certain shops in the area
selling Vape pens to underage children.

World Book Day
In the first week back from half term, we will have 4 days of book celebrations. Each lunchtime, in our LRC, we will
have sta� competing in a ‘Battle of the Books’ contest, sharing their enthusiasm for reading and all culminating in
a Grand Finale on Friday lunchtime. On Wednesday and Thursday, we have around 50 students participating in a
‘Readathon’ fundraising event, demonstrating both their commitment to reading and raising money so we can keep
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adding the very best texts to our well used LRC. Finally, we are inviting all sta� and students to dress up as a book
character, on Thursday 3rd March, in recognition of World Book Day. A donation of £1 would be appreciated and
any monies raised will, again, be used to purchase books for our library.

SMSC Update
LGBT+ month continues at the Academy next week with an assembly from Ms Barr and five more insights into
LGBT+ legends from di�erent disciplines in the Academy. Students have embraced this with open arms, and
appreciate the fact that we make the e�ort to recognise the contribution of groups within society who have often
been overlooked.
Student leadership has been tasked with finding ways to make the students feel safer at the Academy, and ideas
are being explored about a suggestion box and online reporting tools. Please encourage your child to share their
thoughts about the Academy with their tutor group leaders.

Year 11 Parents: W6 Sixth Form Applications

More reasons to apply to W6
Students at W6 have so many opportunities to connect
with the world of work and further education. Some of our
year 13 students have, as part of the IRIS project, recently
presented their research findings to scientists at the Bragg
Centre for Materials Research at the University of Leeds.

You can read more here:

https://www.srwa.woodard.co.uk/755/news/post/59/year-13-dna-origami-project

Students receive great academic teaching, and excellent opportunities to engage with the world of
academia and work. We believe a sixth form education at W6 sets up students for future excellence.
If your child has not yet applied to W6, they can do so here: www.srwa.woodard.co.uk/applytow6

Readathon
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Friends of SRWA Update
If you have a Co-op membership card please sign in to
your account online and choose us as your local cause.
The Co-op will contribute to our PTA (Friends of SRWA)
every time you shop! Thank you.
https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/62456

Covid-19 Vaccinations
Local NHS providers continue to encourage everyone to get vaccinated against Covid-19 and all those aged 12 and
above are now eligible to get a vaccination. You can find walk-in and bookable Covid-19 vaccination centres across
West Sussex. No appointment is needed, people can walk in at any time.

Changes to Covid testing, reporting and self-isolation
Testing:
Students remain strongly encouraged to test twice weekly at home. Where individuals are asymptomatic,
confirmatory PCR testing following a positive result on a lateral flow device (LFD) was temporarily suspended from
Tuesday 11 January. This means that for all education and childcare settings, asymptomatic sta� and students who
have tested (either at home or at an Asymptomatic Testing Site) and reported a positive LFD result will no longer
be advised to get a confirmatory PCR test.

Reporting:
The expectation is that all test results are reported to NHS Test and Trace. Reporting test results online every time
an LFD test is taken means the NHS always gets the latest, most accurate information.
Additionally, it is now expected that all results are also recorded by the child’s educational setting. To enable this,
we ask that either you or your child record all rapid test results on the Academy pupil rapid test reporting form
here https://www.srwa.woodard.co.uk/1744/covid-19-information.
Keeping up to date records will help the Academy to understand overall participation levels and monitor trends.
Please keep this link to hand.
Anyone with a positive LFD test result should self-isolate and follow self-isolation guidance.

Self-isolation:
From Monday 17 January, people who are self-isolating with COVID-19 will have the option to reduce their isolation
period after 5 full days if they test negative with a lateral flow device (LFD) test on both day 5 and day 6 and they
do not have a temperature.
The first test must be taken no earlier than day 5 of the self-isolation period, and the second must be taken the
following day. All test results should be reported to NHS Test and Trace.
If the result of either of their tests is positive, they should continue to self-isolate until they get negative results
from two LFD tests on consecutive days or until they have completed 10 full days of self-isolation, whichever is
earliest.
Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests or anyone who continues to have a temperature will need to complete the
full 10 day period of self-isolation.
Further information on self-isolation for those with COVID-19 is available.

Reporting COVID related absence to school
If your child tests positive for COVID-19 please inform the school at the earliest opportunity.  We will need to know
the date of the first positive COVID test.
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The attendance team will authorise absence for 5 days from the date of the first positive COVID test and assume
that the student will return on day 6 (following 2 negative lateral flow tests). If they are still testing positive on day
6 please contact the school again to inform us that the period of self-isolation has to be extended. Parents will
then need to inform the school each subsequent day their child is not in school.
Please remember that there are 3 ways to report your child absent

1. Call 01903 766177
2. Email studentabsence@srwa.co.uk
3. Use the studybugs app

We request that parents do not contact the main reception to report an absence.  Messages left via reception may
not be processed until later in the day.

Careers

We had another great Careers Afternoon with our year 10 students last week, with 10 business people joining us to
talk about their career journeys.  If this is something you would be interested in, then email our careers team
careers@srwa.woodard.co.uk.

Did you go to SRWA or Boundstone?
Join our LinkedIn Alumni page. We run several events each year where former students speak to current students
about their career journey, a number of our alumni joined our Careers Afternoon last term. It would be great if you
could sign up and we can keep you informed of upcoming careers events at SRWA. SRWA Alumni LinkedIn
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Key Pastoral Support Contact List
Year/Area Role Name Email

Year 7 PSO Val Westgate vwestgate@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 7 Head of Year Deb Barr dbarr@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 7 Chapter Head Harry Scantlebury hscantlebury@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 PSO Tracy Smart tsmart@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Head of Year Dave Phillips dphillips@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Chapter Head Mel English menglish@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 PSO Helen McDonald hmcdonald@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Head of Year Henri Heery hheery@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Chapter Head Mark Fox mfox@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 PSO Kerry Ramshaw kramshaw@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 Head of Year Charlotte Earl-Novell cearl-novell@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 Chapter Head Simon Davies sdavies@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 PSO Claire Smith csmith@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Head of Year Sarah Miller smiller@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Chapter Head Eber Kington ekington@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Pastoral Anne Morley amorley@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Director Jane Everett jeverett@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 Chapter Head Mark Monahan mmonahan@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Safeguarding DSL Eber Kington dsl@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Chaplaincy Chaplain Paul Sanderson psanderson@srwa.woodard.co.uk
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