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Message from the Principal

Dear Parents and Carers,

I’m really pleased with how things have gone this term on the whole. I feel the Academy in
recent years has built a platform for itself to become truly exceptional in the years ahead.
There is a great atmosphere amongst sta� and students which is driving this change.

In the short term, there is another storm to navigate and we will be ready whatever way it
goes. In the long term we can’t lose sight of what’s at stake for our students. I want all of
them to leave here with a suite of choices about their future and that does require some
hard work along the way.

I was really encouraged by the attitudes of our year 11 students when I attended their assembly this morning. They
are a great bunch, but I am reminded that it’s a seven year journey at SRWA and good habits are most often
formed in primary school and key stage 3.

Practical things that we all should be asking include:
1) Attendance -  nobody has ever failed at the academy with an attendance of above 95%, similarly very few have
passed with an attendance below 85%. The highest performing students nearly always have very high attendance
scores.
2) Extra Curricular - Is my child taking full part in what school has to o�er? If not, get in touch with your child's
tutor and we’ll do all we can to help. There is something for everyone at SRWA.
3)Exercise books - I have a son in year 4 and a daughter in year 9. As parents we look at the books in primary all
the time, at secondary not so much. We do want to develop our students’ independence, however, and particularly
in years 7 and 8, we should take a look every now and then and ensure there is a dialogue between school and
home. For some students keeping good notes and a well presented book comes naturally, for others it’s a struggle
and some positive feedback (and maybe a little tough love) goes a long way to improving things.

As you know I keep a close eye on the progress of the students at the Academy. Their scores (and test scores
nationally) are di�erent to what I’m used to seeing. On a positive note, I think they have learned di�erent lessons
and speaking generally, I think their appreciation of school is di�erent to previous cohorts and very few students
are taking school for granted. However, it would be wrong not to recognise that there is some catching up to do.

I hope everyone gets a good break over Christmas. Stay safe, refresh and renew. I’m confident we can build on all
we have achieved this year and that the Academy will continue to go from strength to strength in 2022

All the best,

Kieran
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Date and Time Year group Event Notes

Tuesday 4th and Wednesday
5th Jan

All years INSET Days

Thursday 6th Jan All years

Years 7 & 11

First day of term

Lateral flow testing Some disruption to lessons for
these year groups.

Friday 7th Jan Years 8 & 10 Lateral flow testing Some disruption to lessons for
these year groups.

Monday 10th Jan Years 9 & W6 Lateral flow testing Some disruption to lessons for
these year groups.
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Christmas card competition
Congratulations to Chelsey Watson in year 12, who deservedly won our Academy-wide Christmas card competition
with this beautiful painting of two robins in a holly tree.

In-School Lateral Flow Testing January
As per the latest DFE guidance, we will once again facilitate all students having an in-school COVID test on their
return to school in January. This will happen as follows:
Yr 7 & 11 - Thursday 6th Jan
Yr 8 & 10 - Friday 7th Jan
Yr 9 & W6 - Monday 10th Jan
We would also encourage all students to continue to self-test at home, particularly before returning to school in
January.
A reminder that we use Arbor to collect all permissions and consents. Consent given previously via Arbor is still
valid from previous occasions and will remain valid.
If you have not given consent yet for your child to be tested in school, please sign in here: Arbor
If you have issues signing in or accessing Arbor you can also find help guides here.
Once you sign in, you will see a Notices section with details of messages and consents for you to action. Simply
click on any consent notices, and you will then be able to read through and give your consent. See images below.
It would also help us if you could complete any other outstanding consents such as photographic permissions.
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We’d also remind you that via Arbor you can also update the information we have for you and your child. Anywhere
that you see a small arrow on a data field in Arbor, you can click and update it. Keeping mobile phone numbers and
parental email addresses up to date helps keep you informed. See image below.

Year 8 Parents’ Evenings
On the 13th and 20th January are our year 8 parents’ evenings. Given the large size of the year group, the evening
is spread across two evenings. Your child’s teachers will be available at di�erent times across both evenings, and it
may be necessary to book appointments on both evenings.
You will receive further correspondence with the details for booking and when appointments will become available
for booking.
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Christmas Carol Competition - please vote!

One of our very talented music teachers Megan Underhill has been shortlisted from 1000s of entries to be one of 6
finalists for the BBC Radio 3 Christmas Carol Competition 2021!

Voting closes on 21st December so please follow this link to find the 6 final entries and cast your vote. The winner
will be announced on the Radio 3 Breakfast show on 22nd December. Congratulations Mrs Underhill!

Uniform and Equipment
As the Autumn term approaches the end we like to take this opportunity to remind students and parents about the
importance of being properly dressed and equipped for school. As the term has rolled on it is perhaps inevitable
that supplies of equipment in pencil cases have diminished and for some, having access to the right uniform every
day has become a little more challenging as these items become broken, damaged or lost.

In light of this we have been a little more lenient in our approach in the final few weeks of term to try and support
our students; however we will be expecting every student at SRWA to be properly equipped and in the full correct
uniform when we return in January.

Full details on our uniform and equipment expectations can be found on our website.
https://www.srwa.woodard.co.uk/734/uniform-and-equipment

Please can we ask our parents to utilise the holiday period to make sure pupils return to us with full pencil cases
and full and correct uniform, perhaps even enlisting the support of Father Christmas if necessary.

Good schools have high expectations of their pupils and the overwhelming majority of SRWA students make
excellent choices every day. The very small minority of students that make poor choices around uniforms can
expect a robust response so your support in ensuring your son or daughter is regularly meeting these
expectations through discussions with them over the holiday period would be very much appreciated.

Many thanks in anticipation of your support.

Clubs schedule
Please follow this link to view the updated Clubs schedule for next term. There have been a few changes.
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Festive Jumper Day
Well done to the whole kitchen team who fed the 5000 with
delicious Christmas lunches on Festive jumper day last week.
Pictured here is Mr Scanlon with our fabulous Liz and Cheryl.

Book Fair
Through the generosity of parents and students at our Book Fair this week we were able to buy lots of new books
which are now displayed round our library Christmas tree. Thank you to everyone who supported.

W6 Applications
Applications are still being accepted. Once we return in January we will add extra slots for students to meet with
us and discuss their applications. Some subjects are already filling up so we would encourage students to apply as
soon if they have not already applied.
Any new applications received will be processed in order, and students are invited to discuss their applications in
January.
Students can apply at srwa.woodard.co.uk/applytow6

SENECA information for parents
In French and Spanish we use SENECA to set homework tasks to consolidate students’ learning. This is a free
online platform that has been developed in order to improve knowledge retrieval and embed learning.
If your child/the child in your care has any issues with completing the tasks on SENECA we run MFL digital
homework club every Wednesday after school in L103 (Lapper upstairs computer room). Please do encourage
them to pop in or attend on a regular basis if need be.
We would also like to encourage you to sign up for free to the parental view platform (instructions here). This will
mean you get notifications when your child/the child in your care receives any homework and will allow you to
monitor their progress.
If you have any further questions in regards to SENECA, please feel free to contact Ms Lautier directly:
mlautier@srwa.woodard.co.uk
Kind regards, Molly Lautier - Director of Modern Foreign

SMSC update
As autumn term two draws to a close we look forward to some exciting developments on the SMSC education of
the students at SRWA. We have an extended tutor morning planned, which will speak about the dangers of
stereotypes and unconscious bias.
We also look forward to a series of assemblies that will encourage students to think about potential careers to aim
for - we have great success in helping students achieve these goals.
The student council will also be finalising the final elements of the Student Charter, as we continue to grow the
student leadership of the academy. Watch this space too for some particular ambitious students who are aiming to
become members of the local West Sussex Youth Cabinet and Youth Parliament. Seeing these young emergent
leaders grow fills us with hope that the new generation of politicians will be something special.
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Flu vaccinations for students

If you have already completed a consent form and your child missed the flu vaccination in school, you will have
received a separate email with clinic booking instructions and do not need to complete another form.
However, if your child did not receive the flu vaccination, and you would like them to be vaccinated, it’s not too
late. We have clinics in the local area until February 2022. Please ensure prior to booking a clinic that you
complete an online consent form, if you have not already done so.

How to give consent
1.  Visit the following web address: www.susseximmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu
2.  Enter and confirm your preferred email address – you will receive a confirmation email following submission of
the consent form.
3.  Enter the school code:  INSERT YOUR PERSONAL SCHOOL CINNAMON CODE
4.  Complete and submit the consent form, indicating your choice of consent - Please ensure you provide the
child’s registered address and GP.

How to Book
1.  Click the link in automated email you will receive on submission of your completed consent form(s) to book an
appointment at one of our Community Catch up Clinics, for your child to receive the vaccination(s) – You will
require your booking reference number which can be found in the email.
2.  Arrange for an adult to accompany your child to their clinic appointment.

Support through the festive holidays (message to parents
from the government)

While Christmas is a time of celebration, we know that the festive season, the end
of term and the start of a new year can also be a di�cult time. This is especially
so after another tough year for us all, the impact of Covid-19 on those who have
lost loved-ones or have been a�ected in other ways, and the news of the
Omicron variant.

Your school is committed to continuing to support you and our entire community
during the holidays, especially while you might not be seeing friends and

colleagues as you would do when in school.

If you are feeling worried or lonely, reach out and speak to someone close to you. Let them know how you’re
feeling, there is always someone who wants to listen and talk to you. Sometimes just sharing that thing on your
mind can instantly ease some of your worry, you might find a solution to your problem is easier to find by simply
sharing it.

If you think someone you know might be feeling this way, get in touch with them. A simple message or call to say
‘Hello, how are you feeling?’ can make all the di�erence.

There is a huge amount of guidance and resources available on a range of subjects for young people, parents,
carers and school sta�. Professional help and support with your mental health and wellbeing continues to be
available over the school holidays and beyond for those who need it.

You can find lots of information, support and links to further help online at
www.westsussex.gov.uk/YourMindMatters

Getting out and about can also be a great way to keep fit and boost your emotional wellbeing. Visit the Experience
West Sussex website for some great West Sussex walks, cycle rides, things to do and places to explore.
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Youth Mental Health Support
West Sussex Mind is running a series of friendly, confidential and relaxed workshops where you can learn about the
challenges to young people's mental health, gain confidence in having conversations about how they are feeling
and thinking and explore ways to help your young person with any emotional di�culties. Please see dates on
Eventbrite at www.westsussexmind.eventbrite.com
MyTutor: Teen Mental Health – A Guide for Parents
As a great provider of online tutoring for many of our students, MyTutor has shared a brilliant guide to
understanding Teen Mental Health. Teen Mental Health
The Christmas Storm
Supporting traumatised children throughout the Christmas Storm. Top tips for how to survive and thrive over
Christmas.

Autism support/course for parents
ASCSURE is a course for the parents of children/young people between the ages of 9 and 16, who attend
mainstream school, with a diagnosis of autism. Please see this brochure with all the information regarding
sessions, dates and times. We will be continuing to deliver this course online as feedback from the last cohort of
parents was very positive. The sessions are pre-recorded, so parents can watch these at their leisure in the weeks
indicated and then the live group session is a follow up from the recorded session. The live session will be an hour
and parents need to be able to commit to attend these group session. This means they are able to ask questions
that are relevant to their circumstance and take part in discussions- this is an expectation of the course (of course
we do o�er some flexibility too, for individual circumstances). Application form here.

Reporting absence
Should your child be absent from the Academy there are three methods you can use to report an absence:

1) Calling the 24hour absence line on 01903 766 177, leaving your child’s first and last name, year group and
description of the reason for absence.

2) Emailing studentabsence@srwa.co.uk containing your child’s first and last name, year group and
description of the reason for absence.

3) Using the Studybugs app to message contents of the reason for absence.
Please note; for safeguarding reasons absence messages will no longer be accepted via the main Academy
reception line. However, should you need further guidance on reporting your child absent our receptionist will
endeavour to direct you of the correct route to take?
In addition, the expectation of parents, as outlined in our attendance policy (located on the school website)  is as
follows:

● Parents are responsible for immediately informing the Academy of the reason for any absence via one of
the above methods. This must be done on the first morning of absence and each subsequent day of
absence thereafter.

● Absence should be reported to the academy by no later than 09:30 am. Should an absence not be
reported by the end of the school day, it will be marked as unauthorised.

● Parents are expected to work actively with Academy sta� and any external agencies, to address and solve
attendance problems where these exist or develop.

● The expectations for attendance in sixth form are the same. Parents should contact the Academy as above
with details of a student’s absence. Students should not email in their own absence.

Specific COVID 19 Protocols
Please can we remind you of the current government’s guidance on school absences that we are obligated to
follow?
Please continue to complete regular LFT home testing and record these results via the NHS app. If you receive a
positive LFT or Covid-19 symptoms have developed then obtain a PCR at the earliest opportunity and isolate until
the result has been confirmed.   If this is required, the Academy ask that you;

● Notify student absence upon intention to obtain PCR test.
● Keep student absence updated with the process of results from NHS.
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● Once you have received confirmed results, send evidence of this through to the student absence email.
This can be done via screenshots, forwarded emails, text messages etc. This will assure the Academy of
the student’s safe return after a negative result OR informs of isolation dates, so your child can be marked
absent correctly.

Self Isolating
Public Health England has removed the need to self isolate if you are a close contact of someone with COVID 19
unless it is confirmed or suspected that this is the Omicron variant.  Therefore, the only reasons we can
authorise absence from school for COVID related reasons are as follows:

● Your child has COVID 19 symptoms AND you are awaiting the result of a PCR test.
● Your child has been advised to get a PCR test as a result of being in close contact with someone with a

confirmed case of COVID 19 AND you are awaiting the result.
● Your child has a confirmed case of COVID 19.

Did you go to SRWA or Boundstone?
Join our LinkedIn Alumni page. We run several events each year where former students speak to current students
about their career journey, a number of our alumni joined our Careers Afternoon today. It would be great if you
could sign up and we can keep you informed of upcoming careers events at SRWA. SRWA Alumni LinkedIn

Key Pastoral Support Contact List
Year/Area Role Name Email

Year 7 PSO Val Westgate vwestgate@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 7 Head of Year Deb Barr dbarr@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 7 Chapter Head Harry Scantlebury hscantlebury@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 PSO Tracy Smart tsmart@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Head of Year Dave Phillips dphillips@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Chapter Head Mel English menglish@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 PSO Helen McDonald hmcdonald@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Head of Year Henri Heery hheery@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Chapter Head Mark Fox mfox@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 PSO Kerry Ramshaw kramshaw@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 Head of Year Charlotte Earl-Novell cearl-novell@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 Chapter Head Simon Davies sdavies@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 PSO Claire Smith csmith@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Head of Year Sarah Miller smiller@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Chapter Head Eber Kington ekington@srwa.woodard.co.uk
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W6 W6 Pastoral Anne Morley amorley@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Director Jane Everett jeverett@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 Chapter Head Mark Monahan mmonahan@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Safeguarding DSL Eber Kington dsl@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Chaplaincy Chaplain Paul Sanderson psanderson@srwa.woodard.co.uk
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