
THE
SIR ROBERT WOODARD
ACADEMY
“Aspire to Achieve”

Upper Boundstone Lane
Lancing BN15 9QZ

01903 767434
www.srwa.woodard.co.uk

enquiries@srwa.woodard.co.uk
@srwacademy

sirrobertwoodardacademy

Parent Communications
Date:  03rd December 2021

Message from the Principal

Dear Parents and Carers,

Firstly let me reassure you, that in spite of the fact that we’re being a lot stricter about
masks and ventilation in classrooms, our case numbers are very low at the moment. Things
can change quickly, as you know, but I’m confident we will not have to cancel any of our
shows, carol service, Christmas lunch and hopefully our students and sta� will have an
enjoyable end to the year.

We have been asked to test the students back into the building in the new year (lateral flow
tests) and we are putting a plan together for that. We’ll try to keep the inevitable disruption to a minimum and I
should be able to share details with you before we break up for Christmas.

Our Performing Arts team were super excited to get back in the theatre in front of a live audience this week with
their fantastic production of The Mouse and His Child. Congratulations to everyone involved in putting this
together and thank you to all who came to support it, the feedback has been brilliant. We still have our Christmas
Celebrations evening to come which is always a great event to get you in the festive mood so hope to see some of
you there.

You may have seen on our social media feeds about the great work going on in the sixth form with our IRIS
partnership (Institute for Research in Schools). Our students have been contributing to real-life science research,
looking into cutting edge techniques to deal with the toxic waste products in the textile industry. It is wonderful to
see learning come to life in this way, well done to all involved.

Thank you to everyone who has donated recently to our fundraising e�orts. We managed to raise an incredible
£1,460  for Children In Need this year,  which will go towards helping a lot of families.

Have a great weekend,

Kieran
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Key Dates

Date and Time Year group Event Notes

Thursday 9th December Year 11 Elevate Study Skills
Sessions for Year 11

Thursday 9th December Year 9 ‘Making Choices’ trip to
University of Sussex

Friday 10th December All years Christmas Dinner

Friday 10th December All years Make It Festive Wear festive jumper and pay a £1
donation to charity

Tuesday 14th December All years Christmas Celebrations
Sports Hall, 7pm

Friday 17th December All years Last day of term Students dismissed at 12.45
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Tuesday 4th and Wednesday
5th Jan

All years INSET Days

Thursday 6th Jan All years First day of term

Return of the live School Show!
A huge congratulations to everyone who took part in the production of The Mouse And His Child this week. Despite
some extra pressures and uncertainties our creative and ambitious Performing Arts team pulled out all the stops
to put on a no holes barred Christmas show to entertain all ages. Ms Venn said: “It felt amazing to be back in the
Theatre after such a long break and for the students to once again get the opportunity to perform in front of a live
audience. Everyone loved the experience and we hope to be able to put on more live shows in the coming months.”

Celebration of fundraising
Thank you to all the families who have supported the academy over the last 6 months with fundraising. The
students have done incredibly well and the following donations have been made to charities:

£1,835.01 to The Captain Tom Foundation from the CaptainTom100 Challenge in the summer
£519.02 to Martlets Hospice from the Sponsored Walk in July
£519.02 to Lancing & Sompting Churches Food Bank from the Sponsored Walk in July
£1,460.05 to Children in Need from the non-uniform day and school-led activities

Page 3



Please remember to donate to Macmillan Cancer Trust for the Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 10th December via
our JustGiving Page https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/the-sir-robert-woodard-academy

Reminder - Friday 10th December - Christmas events
A reminder that Friday 10th December is our Christmas celebration day. There are two notable events:
Christmas Jumper
Students are invited to wear a Christmas Jumper or something festive along with their school uniform, for a
donation of £1. This may be donated online via our JustGiving Page
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/the-sir-robert-woodard-academy or paid cash on the day.
Christmas Dinner
Christmas dinner will be served on Friday 10th December. All 400 available lunch places have been taken and we
look forward to celebrating with the students over a traditional dinner.
Please remember that no other food or drinks will be served at lunchtime. FSM students who have not booked a
Christmas Dinner can spend their allowance at breaktime. All other children who haven’t booked Christmas Dinner
can spend their money at breaktime. Alternatively, please supply your child with a packed lunch.

Students contribute to real science research
We are so proud that our W6 sixth formers are contributing to
real-life science research through their work with the Institute
for Research in Schools.

They have been looking into the use of cutting edge ionic liquids
that could potentially be used to absorb waste chemical dyes
used in the textiles industry.

Read the case study here.

There is still time to get your application in for W6!

W6 Sixth Form Applications
Thanks to everyone who has submitted an application to our sixth form. Interviews are happening over the next
three weeks. These interviews will take place in the W6 building.
Slots for these sessions have been very popular and have now filled up. New applications will now receive an
appointment after the Christmas break.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email us at w6@srwa.co.uk

Vacancies
The academy currently has vacancies for the following positions:

● Catering Assistant (x2) - various hours
● Apprentice - Administration Assistant

For more details on these vacancies and how to apply, please visit our website.

Churchill Cleaning Services also have vacancies for various cleaning positions at SRWA. For more details, please
email Alice West at alice.west@churchillservices.com.

SMSC update
Another big fortnight coming up in terms of the spiritual, moral, social and cultural education of students at SRWA.
We have our third extended tutor morning on the 10th, where Key Stage 4 will have an external speaker talking to
them about their life at university and healthy choices. At key stage 3 students will have a sensitive and in-depth
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discussion about staying safe in the online world. This follows on from discussions last week about the online world
generally and how students engage with it.
This week we are also enrolling our largest cohort of students in the Duke of Edinburgh programme in years 9 and
10 so expect to see students volunteering around the community in the new year. Their excellent attitude to the
community was evidenced by the record-breaking haul of over 1400 pounds for Children in Need.
Also don't forget Christmas Jumper Day on the 10th of December, the more garish the better, please!

ParentPay
Only 40% of parents have so far activated their ParentPay account. You will need this at some point during your
child’s time at the academy as it will be used for all trips, events, and purchases. If you have not already done so,
then please activate your account before the start of January. The feedback received so far has been positive, and
the academy will be moving dinner money payments over to ParentPay later in the year.

A Christmas letter for parents
Paul Wagsta�, Director of Education & Skills, has asked us to share this letter with our parents and carers.

Youth Mental Health Support
West Sussex Mind is running a series of friendly, confidential and relaxed workshops where you can learn about the
challenges to young people's mental health, gain confidence in having conversations about how they are feeling
and thinking and explore ways to help your young person with any emotional di�culties. Please see dates on
Eventbrite at www.westsussexmind.eventbrite.com
MyTutor: Teen Mental Health – A Guide for Parents
As a great provider of online tutoring for many of our students, MyTutor has shared a brilliant guide to
understanding Teen Mental Health. Teen Mental Health
The Christmas Storm
Supporting traumatised children throughout the Christmas Storm. Top tips for how to survive and thrive over
Christmas.

Walking and Cycling Improvements
The academy has engaged with the West Sussex County Council Highways department regarding proposed
walking and cycling improvements through the Department for Transports Active Travel Fund. Please can you
update your child’s travel arrangements to school on Arbor, so that we can continue to monitor how many students
walk and cycle to school?

Reporting absence
Should your child be absent from the Academy there are three methods you can use to report an absence:

1) Calling the 24hour absence line on 01903 766 177, leaving your child’s first and last name, year group and
description of the reason for absence.

2) Emailing studentabsence@srwa.co.uk containing your child’s first and last name, year group and
description of the reason for absence.

3) Using the Studybugs app to message contents of the reason for absence.
Please note; for safeguarding reasons absence messages will no longer be accepted via the main Academy
reception line. However, should you need further guidance on reporting your child absent our receptionist will
endeavour to direct you of the correct route to take?
In addition, the expectation of parents, as outlined in our attendance policy (located on the school website)  is as
follows:

● Parents are responsible for immediately informing the Academy of the reason for any absence via one of
the above methods. This must be done on the first morning of absence and each subsequent day of
absence thereafter.

● Absence should be reported to the academy by no later than 09:30 am. Should an absence not be
reported by the end of the school day, it will be marked as unauthorised.
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● Parents are expected to work actively with Academy sta� and any external agencies, to address and solve
attendance problems where these exist or develop.

Specific COVID 19 Protocols
Please can we remind you of the current government’s guidance on school absences that we are obligated to
follow?
Please continue to complete regular LFT home testing and record these results via the NHS app  If you receive a
positive LFT or Covid-19 symptoms have developed then obtain a PCR at the earliest opportunity and isolate until
the result has been confirmed.   If this is required, the Academy ask that you;

● Notify student absence upon intention to obtain PCR test.
● Keep student absence updated with the process of results from NHS.
● Once you have received confirmed results, send evidence of this through to the student absence email.

This can be done via screenshots, forwarded emails, text messages etc. This will assure the Academy of
the student’s safe return after a negative result OR informs of isolation dates, so your child can be marked
absent correctly.

Self Isolating
Public Health England has removed the need to self isolate if you are a close contact of someone with COVID 19
unless it is confirmed or suspected that this is the Omicron variant.  Therefore, the only reasons we can
authorise absence from school for COVID related reasons are as follows:

● Your child has COVID 19 symptoms AND you are awaiting the result of a PCR test.
● Your child has been advised to get a PCR test as a result of being in close contact with someone with a

confirmed case of COVID 19 AND you are awaiting the result.
● Your child has a confirmed case of COVID 19.
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Year 11 Support Sessions
Here is the Year 11 Support Sessions calendar. Not all subjects are starting straight away but the majority have
already started. Mocks are just around the corner so getting into good habits now for revision will ensure success
for students.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Before school
8.25am - 8.45am Geography History

After school
3pm - 4pm Maths Science English Option

Subjects

After school
4pm - 5pm Languages PE Practical

We are also carrying out some student voice to make sure we are o�ering the right support needed for our year 11
students. Please encourage them to contribute by following this link - Year 11 Student Voice

Did you go to SRWA or Boundstone?
Join our LinkedIn Alumni page. We run several events each year where former students speak to
current students about their career journey, a number of our alumni joined our Careers
Afternoon today. It would be great if you could sign up and we can keep you informed of
upcoming careers events at SRWA. SRWA Alumni LinkedIn

Update details of contacts for year groups
A reminder to all parents that our pastoral system is changing this year.  We wrote to parents in July with details of
the students' new Head of Year, Pastoral Support O�cer and tutor group and we are excited about the new
change. A reminder of the key contact details of each year group can be found below.

Key Pastoral Support Contact List
Year/Area Role Name Email

Year 7 PSO Val Westgate vwestgate@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 7 Head of Year Deb Barr dbarr@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 7 Chapter Head Harry Scantlebury hscantlebury@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 PSO Tracy Smart tsmart@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Head of Year Dave Phillips dphillips@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Chapter Head Mel English menglish@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 PSO Helen McDonald hmcdonald@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Head of Year Henri Heery hheery@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Chapter Head Mark Fox mfox@srwa.woodard.co.uk
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Year 10 PSO Kerry Ramshaw kramshaw@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 Head of Year Charlotte Earl-Novell cearl-novell@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 Chapter Head Simon Davies sdavies@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 PSO Claire Smith csmith@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Head of Year Sarah Miller smiller@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Chapter Head Eber Kington ekington@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Pastoral Anne Morley amorley@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Director Jane Everett jeverett@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 Chapter Head Mark Monahan mmonahan@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Safeguarding DSL Eber Kington dsl@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Chaplaincy Chaplain Paul Sanderson psanderson@srwa.woodard.co.uk
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