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Message from the Principal

Dear Parents and Carers,

We’re deep into November and I’m trying to manage the pace of everything. The
lockdowns sent us all into survival mode and for some of us that slowed things down, or at
least forced us to work in a very di�erent way.

Without taking anything for granted, all of those things that were hard to do last year are
back with a bang. For example sports fixtures, Junior Band, extra curricular clubs, proper
invigilated mock exams, Children In Need, school trips, Christmas and all that entails: a live

school show (see below), the Christmas Celebrations Evenings (tickets to be released soon) the Christmas Jumper
Day and lunch, the Carol Service at St James the Less...not to mention the day job.

It’s a real team e�ort keeping everything going and I know I say it all the time but we’re so lucky to have the team
we do working at the school. I would say however that this year, we’re all slightly out of routine with the pace of the
Christmas run-in, so bear with us over the coming weeks and thank you for supporting our colleagues.

I keep an eye on the enquiries emails that come into the school and I always get a lift from seeing how many of you
write to individual sta� members thanking them for what they do. It’s a small gesture but honestly it can really
make somebody’s day.

In other news, all in the performing arts team here are very excited to finally be putting on a live production in the
theatre after such a long time out. Please see all the details below for how to buy tickets etc. Will be great to see
you there!

Have a great weekend,

Kieran
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Key Dates

Date and Time Year group Event Notes

Thursday 25th November Year 11 Year 11 Parents Evening and
Mock Results

Friday 26th November Yr 7-10, 12 &
13

INSET DAY Only year 11s are to attend on
this day.

Friday 26th November
(morning)

Year 11 Aspire Day A day of careers, study skills and
much more just for our year 11s.
More details to come.

Tuesday 30th November Christmas Show Matinee and Evening shows

Wednesday 1st December Christmas Show Evening show only

Thursday 2nd December Christmas Show Matinee and Evening Shows
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Children In Need
Is there anything our teachers won't do? Here they are raising money for Children in need at lunchtime today,
saving penalties and getting soaked with wet sponges!
Thank you for all your donations so far. Here's the link again. https://tinyurl.com/afb8aszk

The School Show is BACK!
It is with great pleasure that we announce our long
awaited return to the Alan Strong Theatre for our annual
Christmas Show!
This year we are pulling out all the stops with a
performance of ‘The Mouse and his Child’, based on the
book by Russell Hoban and adapted by Tamsin Oglesby.
The magical story follows a pair of clockwork mice, who
after being bought from a toy shop at Christmas are
then discarded and have to go on a long perilous journey
to find their home. With wonderfully eccentric
characters such as: A trumpet playing elephant, a Seal
saxophonist who falls in love with a kingfisher, a fortune
telling Frog and a mischievous rat.
This show is a wonderful blend of comedy, pathos,
dance, song and feel good fun all wrapped up in a
beautiful doll's house. A warm fuzzy play that everyone
needs this Christmas, with a message of acceptance,
friendship and the importance and power of love.
Also a big shout out to ex-performing arts student and
incredible artist Olivia Wheeler, who illustrated the
magical scene on the poster! You can find more of their
amazing work over on Instagram: @liv.filmx

Please buy your tickets here: Matinee Performance
Evening Performances
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Aspire Day 26th November. Year 11 Only
26th November is our annual Aspire Day for Year 11. The rest of the Academy has an INSET day and we invite
students in to have a morning of inspiration, careers, mindfulness and study skills. It’s a great opportunity for all
students, and is a bit of TLC for our year 11 students as they prepare for their exams.
More information will come out in the next couple of weeks, so watch this space.
What will happen. careers, wellbeing, study skills etc.

Year 11 - Apply for W6 now!
Year 11 students should now be submitting their applications for W6 Sixth Form. We
have set a deadline of 29th November for priority processing. Students who submit
by this date will receive an early interview. The interview is just an informal chat
about a student’s interests, ambitions and a chance to discuss how it all fits
together.
These chats will be in person in most cases, and will be held after school from 3pm -
5pm on Wednesdays - Fridays. Early applicants will likely receive an appointment
before the Christmas break.
Apply at www.srwa.woodard.co.uk/ApplytoW6

UCAS Applications:  What next? Parents of Year 13 Students
The internal deadline for applications is today (19th November) and we are now in the process of finalising the
applications and submitting the teacher references. Applications are processed in the strict order of when they are
received. In most cases, students will begin to receive responses from universities, including o�ers of a place.
These are either conditional or unconditional.
Some universities may wait until after the final cut o� date in January before making o�ers, so no news is not
always bad news.
What are the o�ers?
Conditional - this means that a student must achieve specific grades to earn a place on the course.
Unconditional - the university is so certain the student is fit for the course, that they make an unconditional o�er.
Thankfully these are becoming less common, as for some students it means they work less hard as they think their
results are not needed. We always encourage students to do their best as it is part of the ticket and passport to
their futures.
Students will need to choose a firm and insurance choice early next year, but we will work with them to understand
the next steps in the process. Final decisions on places are not confirmed until results day in August.
We also work with students to understand student accommodation, and the myths and realities of student finance.
If you have any questions about the UCAS process or university please feel free to email the W6 team
w6@srwa.co.uk

Christmas Dinner - Book now to avoid disappointment!
Christmas dinner will be served at the academy on Friday 10th December. There are 400 spaces available so
please book now to avoid disappointment.  Please note that everyone who would like a dinner will need to book,
whether they pay or have free school meals.

The cost of the dinner is £3.75, payable at the till on the day. This includes a traditional Christmas dinner (turkey or
vegan loaf), chocolate yule log dessert, a drink and a party hat. Your child will need to ensure that there is enough
money on their card to pay for the Christmas lunch, or alternatively, please provide them with a packed lunch.

No other food will be served at lunchtime on this day, however break time service will run as usual, or your child .
Trybooking Order  Form to complete
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Christmas Dinner - Free School Meals
If your child is eligible for free school meals then they may either have traditional Christmas dinner on Friday 10th
December, or they may use their allowance to purchase food at breaktime. Please note that no other options will
be available on this day. Christmas dinner must be booked in advance.

Christmas Jumper Day
Friday 10th December is also Christmas Jumper Day! This year the academy is raising funds for Macmillan Cancer
Support, a charity very close to our hearts following the passing of two beloved colleagues this year. Donations
can be made directly to the charity via our justgiving page here:
Alternatively, your child may wear something festive for a donation of £1 (or more!) on Friday 10th December,
which can be paid via ParentPay, or in cash on the day.

Sussex Bears Basketball Invitations!

Home Games
Fancy an evening of hoops, thrills and slam dunks? The
Sussex Bears Division 2 Men’s Basketball team have
invited all SRWA students to attend their Saturday
evening home games for FREE! This is an amazing
o�er to see some professional live basketball. See flyer
for dates, SRWA Sports Hall AKA The Bear Cage, 5.00pm
tip o�, £5 for parents.

Drop-In Basketball open sessions
SRWA students of all ages have also been encouraged
to attend a drop-in basketball session coached by
Bears Players on Friday evenings at 5.30pm. £5. All
welcome.

Girl basketball sessions
SRWA girls are also welcome to attend a girls-only
drop-in session on Tuesdays at 5.30. £5.

SMSH Update
As we continue our journey towards making students independent, the growth of the Student Council is something
to celebrate. 11 students from all years make up this council which is headed by Lewis Power, our head student.
They are involved in a number of projects, including the development of a student charter, and new ways to
support students across the academy.
We have also had our first Extended Tutor Morning, which was around the theme of how to maintain and develop
healthy relationships, which tied in with anti-bullying week. Our second extended tutor morning will be on the 24th
of November, where students will be asked to consider the challenges raised by the online world as part of our
continuous programme of developing students towards making sensible decisions online. Today we are celebrating
Children in Need with a wide variety of fundraising events in school.
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Elevate Study Skills Sessions for Years 10 and 11
Since 2001, Elevate has been transforming the way study skills programmes are run across the world. Drawing
upon 19 years of research, these programmes equip students with the skills they need to improve their results.
Year 10 and 11 will both have two sessions delivered to them by Elevate this academic year.
The first session is for year 11: Thursday 9th December P3

MyTutor: Teen Mental Health – A Guide for Parents
As a great provider of online tutoring for many of our students, MyTutor has shared a brilliant guide to
understanding Teen Mental Health.
Teen Mental Health

Year 11 Support Sessions
Here is the Year 11 Support Sessions calendar. Not all subjects are starting straight away but the majority have
already started. Mocks are just around the corner so getting into good habits now for revision will ensure success
for students.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Before school
8.25am - 8.45am Geography History

After school
3pm - 4pm Maths Science English Option

Subjects

After school
4pm - 5pm Languages PE Practical

We are also carrying out some student voice to make sure we are o�ering the right support needed for our year 11
students. Please encourage them to contribute by following this link - Year 11 Student Voice

Did you go to SRWA or Boundstone?
Join our LinkedIn Alumni page. We run several events each year where former students speak to
current students about their career journey, a number of our alumni joined our Careers
Afternoon today. It would be great if you could sign up and we can keep you informed of
upcoming careers events at SRWA. SRWA Alumni LinkedIn

Update details of contacts for year groups
A reminder to all parents that our pastoral system is changing this year.  We wrote to parents in July with details of
the students' new Head of Year, Pastoral Support O�cer and tutor group and we are excited about the new
change. A reminder of the key contact details of each year group can be found below.

Key Pastoral Support Contact List
Year/Area Role Name Email

Year 7 PSO Val Westgate vwestgate@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 7 Head of Year Deb Barr dbarr@srwa.woodard.co.uk
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Year 7 Chapter Head Harry Scantlebury hscantlebury@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 PSO Tracy Smart tsmart@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Head of Year Dave Phillips dphillips@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Chapter Head Mel English menglish@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 PSO Helen McDonald hmcdonald@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Head of Year Henri Heery hheery@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Chapter Head Mark Fox mfox@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 PSO Kerry Ramshaw kramshaw@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 Head of Year Charlotte Earl-Novell cearl-novell@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 Chapter Head Simon Davies sdavies@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 PSO Claire Smith csmith@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Head of Year Sarah Miller smiller@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Chapter Head Eber Kington ekington@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Pastoral Anne Morley amorley@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Director Jane Everett jeverett@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 Chapter Head Mark Monahan mmonahan@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Safeguarding DSL Eber Kington dsl@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Chaplaincy Chaplain Paul Sanderson psanderson@srwa.woodard.co.uk
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