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Message from the Principal

Dear Parents and carers,

As you know we had a visit from Ofsted just before half term. A rigorous inspection
involving five inspectors over two days. I’m very pleased to report that the school was
judged to be good in all areas. It’s a testament to the hard work that goes on in the
Academy every day.

Here’s the opening paragraph of the report, which I  think captures us very well;

“What is it like to attend this school?

The culture at this school is summed up by its motto, ‘Aspire to Achieve’. From Year 7 through to the sixth form,
pupils learn to think ambitiously about their futures. They are proud of their achievements and eager to meet their
teachers’ high expectations of them. The school is a calm and orderly place for pupils to learn. Pupils treat each
other with respect in lessons and during social times. Pupils feel safe at school and know who to go to if they have
a problem. They trust their teachers because they are confident that they will receive support and guidance when
they need it. This includes effective responses to any bullying. Pupils, parents and carers feel proud of their school.
They recognise that it is a place where teachers care about each pupil. One parent told us: ‘I feel the teachers
really know my daughter as an individual and teach her accordingly. We are really impressed with the school, the
ethos and the staff.”

The report recognises all that we have achieved, together, in recent years. I appreciate the support from the
community for me and my colleagues. It does make a huge difference and it makes working here a very rewarding
experience. We will continue to improve, adapt and work hard. There remains lots to look forward to and certainly
still lots to do, but I’m confident that the Academy will continue to go from strength to strength.

You can read the full report here.

All the best,

Kieran
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Key Dates

Date and Time Year group Event Notes

Thursday 11th November All years Armistice Day Minute’s Silence 11am
(Collection box for poppies in
reception all week.)

Monday 15th November All years Odd Socks Day Children can wear odd socks for
Anti Bullying Day.

Friday 19th November All years Children In Need National fundraising day.
Details of activities to follow.

Friday 26th November Yr 7-10, 12 &
13

INSET DAY Only year 11s are to attend on
this day.

Friday 26th November
(morning)

Year 11 Aspire Day A day of careers, study skills and
much more just for our year 11s.
More details to come.

Year 11 Mock Exams

The first week of year 11 mock exams is coming to a close. These have run smoothly and given Year 11 a real insight
into what it will be like to sit ‘the real exams’ in the summer term. Ahead of next week, to ensure that all students
get the most out of the mock experience, please can parents support Year 11 pupils to ensure the following:

● Students must be on time to school in the mornings and arrive promptly at the muster point to ensure a
smooth start to the exam.
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● The students have been emailed a personalised timetable with their seat numbers on for the exams. They
must check this at the start of each day to make sure they know where they are seated in the exam hall so
that they can go to the correct muster line. There is also a notice board of seat numbers opposite the
Brunel corridor which they can check in school.

● When students are not in a mock exam they are expected to be in school as usual and attending lessons.

● Students are expected to be in full Academy uniform at all times during this period. As it can be cold in the
hall, we have allowed the students to wear a non uniform jumper underneath their blazers if they are
feeling the cold. This is not as a replacement to their blazer but an addition if needed. They are then to
remove the jumper upon leaving the hall and returning to lessons. Most students have used this privilege
sensibly however some have chosen to wear their jumpers in replacement of their blazers and/or around
the school building. It has been made clear to the students that if this continues then we will need to
remove this privilege.

We thank you in advance for reiterating these messages.

Sixth Form Applications are now open
We are delighted that the sixth form was also rated by Ofsted as “good”. We are so
happy that everything we and our students have done up to now has been formally
recognised.
Applications to the Sixth Form are now open.  Students can apply here. There is no
need to sign up - students already have an account. If they can’t remember their
sign- in details they should follow the “forgot password” link.
We ask that students try to apply by the beginning of December, as this will allow
them to get an early interview, as well as having their subject choices reviewed when
we develop our subject blocks and allocations.
For parents, we have also produced a short video with information about supporting your child with their Post-16
choices. You can find it on our YouTube channel here: Post-16 Guide for Parents

Aspire Day 26th November. Year 11 Only
26th November is our annual Aspire Day for Year 11. The rest of the Academy has an INSET day and we invite
students in to have a morning of inspiration, careers, mindfulness and study skills. It’s a great opportunity for all
students, and is a bit of TLC for our year 11 students as they prepare for their exams.
More information will come out in the next couple of weeks, so watch this space.
What will happen. careers, wellbeing, study skills etc.

Year 9 Careers Afternoon
Today we held our first online Careers Afternoon. We had a wide range of business people and employers visit all
year 9 classes by Zoom this afternoon, to talk about their career journeys and what they think are important skills
and attributes for the modern workplace. Even one of our former students who is now working as apprentice for
Transport for London joined the event.
It was a great afternoon.

Children in Need
W/c Monday 15th November is Children In Need week and students will be involved in various fundraising activities
to be confirmed next week. Look out for further details but in the meantime here is the link if you wish to make a
donation to a great cause. Donate on ParentPay
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Friends of SRWA/Co-OpCommunity Fund
We are delighted that our PTA, Friends of SRWA, have been selected for the Co-op Community Fund. This means
that each time you shop in the Co-op store in Lancing or Sompting  you can nominate us to receive the few pence
in the pound that they donate to local causes. So start shopping at the Co-op and remember to select us as your
cause!

Reaching Families
Reaching Families is a parent-carer led charity that aims to empower, inform and support parents and families of
children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities. They have recently increased their
capacity to enable them to support more parents and carers. They do this by offering the following: -

● Umbrellas parent support group – meeting monthly in Billingshurst, Littlehampton and Worthing, and
weekly online via Zoom.

● Face-2-Face befriending service matching parent-carers with a specially trained parent befriender who
can offer emotional support and signposting either in person, via phone or Zoom.

● Short -term affordable one-to-one counselling either in person, via phone or Zoom (subsided rate of £10
per session/£5 for those on work related benefits).

● An engaging and supportive Facebook group.

They deliver a wide range of workshops and training courses including:-
● One off training workshops on subjects such as understanding Autism, ADHD, demand avoidance,

challenging behaviour, anxiety, sensory issues, EHCP’s and support at school.
● Making Sense of Wellbeing – 12 Zoom sessions including a blend of wellbeing workshops and mindfulness.
● Making Sense of it All Foundation Course – a three part online or 2-day in person course giving an

introduction to all things SEND. This is ideal for parents who would like to find out more about SEND
processes and how to access information and support.

They also have a library of free information resources on their website covering a vast range of topics, including
two parent guidebooks, factsheets, animations and videos.

You can find out more information on all of the above from their website here.

MyTutor: Teen Mental Health – A Guide for Parents
As a great provider of online tutoring for many of our students, MyTutor has shared a brilliant guide to
understanding Teen Mental Health.
Teen Mental Health

Year 11 Support Sessions
Here is the Year 11 Support Sessions calendar. Not all subjects are starting straight away but the majority have
already started. Mocks are just around the corner so getting into good habits now for revision will ensure success
for students.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Before school
8.25am - 8.45am Geography History

After school
3pm - 4pm Maths Science English Option

Subjects

After school
4pm - 5pm Languages PE Practical
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We are also carrying out some student voice to make sure we are offering the right support needed for our year 11
students. Please encourage them to contribute by following this link - Year 11 Student Voice

Did you go to SRWA or Boundstone?
Join our LinkedIn Alumni page. We run several events each year where former students speak to
current students about their career journey, a number of our alumni joined our Careers
Afternoon today. It would be great if you could sign up and we can keep you informed of
upcoming careers events at SRWA. SRWA Alumni LinkedIn

Update details of contacts for year groups
A reminder to all parents that our pastoral system is changing this year.  We wrote to parents in July with details of
the students' new Head of Year, Pastoral Support Officer and tutor group and we are excited about the new
change. A reminder of the key contact details of each year group can be found below.

Key Pastoral Support Contact List
Year/Area Role Name Email

Year 7 PSO Val Westgate vwestgate@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 7 Head of Year Deb Barr dbarr@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 7 Chapter Head Harry Scantlebury hscantlebury@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 PSO Tracy Smart tsmart@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Head of Year Dave Phillips dphillips@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Chapter Head Mel English menglish@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 PSO Helen McDonald hmcdonald@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Head of Year Henri Heery hheery@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Chapter Head Mark Fox mfox@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 PSO Kerry Ramshaw kramshaw@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 Head of Year Charlotte Earl-Novell cearl-novell@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 Chapter Head Simon Davies sdavies@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 PSO Claire Smith csmith@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Head of Year Sarah Miller smiller@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Chapter Head Eber Kington ekington@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Pastoral Anne Morley amorley@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Director Jane Everett jeverett@srwa.woodard.co.uk
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W6 Chapter Head Mark Monahan mmonahan@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Safeguarding DSL Eber Kington dsl@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Chaplaincy Chaplain Paul Sanderson psanderson@srwa.woodard.co.uk
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