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Message from the Principal

Dear parents and carers,

The first half term has whizzed by. Thankfully the number of positive covid cases has come
right down, so the vast majority of students and colleagues are back in the building and
we’re looking like our old selves. As such I would like to change our focus this week to a
very serious conversation that is going on nationally around sexual abuse between
students in schools and colleges. Much of what I am referring to here can be found in this
DfE review published on 10 June 2021.

It’s a hard-hitting review and the key takeaway is that the prevalence of things like sexist
name-calling and unwanted or inappropriate comments of a sexual nature, and other

harmful sexual behaviours between students in schools and colleges, are more common than we think. It’s obvious
that all schools have a job to do and now is a good time to reflect and take action. If we are going to ensure that
SRWA is a place where sexual harassment and violence aren’t tolerated, clearly the best way forward is to ensure
the topic isn’t brushed under the carpet, rather openly discussed and challenged. That’s why we are reviewing our
relationships and sex education materials and training colleagues at the Academy to ensure our Relationships,
Health and Sex Education is as good as it can be. Our Chaplain Paul Sanderson and our Designated Safeguarding
Lead Mr Kington have been working with students, delivering assemblies and ensuring their voice is influencing
what we do. Now it’s time to hear from you as parents. I include below a survey that will help us to get a sense of
your views on this topic. The survey was put together by a company called Beyond Referrals and we have put it on
a Google Form so the data can be easily analysed. I would appreciate it if as many parents and carers as possible
could fill this in so we hear a wide range of voices.

Parent Survey - Keeping Young People Safe from Sexual Harm in Schools

In the meantime, the website ParentInfo comes highly recommended as a tool for informing yourself on how to
keep your children safe online amongst other things.

We have a great culture at the Academy. Behaviour is generally very good and it’s a great place to grow and learn,
but as professionals, we are recognising that we have to try to find another gear when it comes to keeping children
safe, particularly online. That begins by being really open about things and listening to our cohort and indeed you.
So thanks in advance for working with us on this one. If something does come up for you on the back of reading
this or the review, please don’t hesitate to email us at dsl@srwa.co.uk and we will get back to you.

All the best,

Kieran
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Key Dates

Date and Time Year group Event Notes

Thursday 14th October,
6pm - 7pm

Year 11 Year 11 Preparing for GCSE
Success Evening

An online event to support your
child in achieving their best at
GCSE. Further details to follow.

Thursday 21st October,
6pm - 8pm

Year 11 SRWA W6 Sixth Form Open
Evening

As part of their seven-year
journey with us, all Year 11s and
families are invited to find out
about A-levels & other post-16
options at SRWA.

Monday 25th - Friday 29th
October

All years Half-term Break

Friday 5th November Year 9 Year 9 Careers Dropdown
afternoon

2pm - 3pm
Students will speak with a range
of businesspeople during lessons
about careers.

Friday 5th November Year 8 Maths Parent Workshops 8.30am and 2pm

Covid Testing
A message from Paul Wagstaff, Director of Education and Skills, West Sussex County Council:
Last week, school-age Covid-19 cases in West Sussex were high and rising, and that trend continues. This is a
national picture and, in response, the DfE is asking schools to encourage and support its pupils (secondary-age)
and families to regularly test. This is a message we strongly endorse as a way to help reduce the spread of Covid in
settings and communities and to keep children in school. Please see the letter for parents here.
Staff and students should continue to test twice-weekly over half-term and preferably take an LFD test the night
before they return to their setting after the break.

Year 11 - W6 Sixth Form Open Evening
Thursday 21st October 6pm - 8pm
SRWA Aspire Courtyard
(Students with surname A-M 6pm - 7pm,
surname N-Z 7pm - 8pm)

Over the past few weeks, we have been speaking to the
year 11 students about their next steps. A key moment is
choosing the courses they will study after GCSEs.

The Open Evening will involve a subject marketplace in
which you can walk about and meet with teachers and
sixth form students, to discuss what’s on offer at W6. It is
a good chance for both parents and students to find out
more about life in the 6th form, how it differs from
GCSEs and details of all of our courses - some of which
will be new to students.
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We know that the teaching at SRWA is second to none, and the careers and university destinations of our students
are amazing. Coming along will allow you to get answers to any questions, particularly in terms of prerequisites for
progression to courses.

There is also a chance to visit our W6 building, have a cup of tea and a slice of cake.

NOTE: No need to book, but to help with keeping crowds to a minimum we ask that you arrive at a time based on
your child’s surname. A-M from 6pm and N-Z from 7pm.

Additionally, to reduce COVID risks there will not be a presentation from the sixth form team. A video presentation
will go out to parents and students shortly after the event to outline the process of applying, and providing more
detailed information about our courses.

We look forward to seeing you there.

The W6 Team
Mr Monahan, Mrs Everett and Mrs Morley

Harvest Box Celebration
Reminder about our Harvest tutor group challenge due 22nd October.
Please get a box, decorate it (the theme this year is climate change and food). Then fill with the following items
requested by the charity UK Harvest: Coffee - sugar - tinned meat or fish - pasta - beans - vegetables - rice -
cereals - custard powder - rice pudding.
All donations will be delivered to UK Harvest. Prizes for best dressed and heaviest box in each year group.
For more information contact chaplain psanderson@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Laptops for Free School Meals Children
Thank you to everyone who has contacted us regarding the Chromebook scheme. We are now working through the
applications and processing them. We would love to help everyone who needs a device, but at the moment we are
prioritising children who are in receipt of free school meals. If you have contacted us, but do not meet that
requirement, we will hold on to your application for now.

Reminder: If your child is entitled to Free School Meals, please email us on ITHelpDesk@srwa.woodard.co.uk and
we can arrange for a Chromebook to be loaned to your child.

Year 11 Preparing for Success Evening
On Thursday 14th we hosted an online “Preparing for Success Evening” with Mr Scanlon and the year 11 team.
There was key information on how to support your child in GCSE, the specific support in place as well as the
resources available to them.
If you wish to watch the event, it is available on-demand on our YouTube channel.
Preparing for Success Evening

To find the resources mentioned in the evening, you can find links to numerous useful study resources compiled by
our subject teams.
https://www.srwa.woodard.co.uk/748/year-11-exam-success
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ParentPay
We are delighted to start offering trips again, including some theatre visits for our Year 11 students in the next
month. Please ensure that you have registered for ParentPay as this is where all trips, events and shop items can
be purchased.
Remember:
SwiftPay - Online payments for dinner money
ParentPay - Online payments for anything else

Replacement Student Cards
Students are issued with a card at the beginning of Year 7, which is used for paying for food at break and lunch, and
also for any photocopying that they require. The student card is an essential part of their equipment, and they
must have these with them every day. We have recently identified that a number of students don’t have a card, and
this is causing significant delays at lunchtime when serving the students. In order to alleviate these issues, we have
reduced the cost of a replacement student card to £1 on a temporary basis. If your child does not have a student
card, please purchase a new replacement via ParentPay, which can be found here: www.parentpay.com

FSM Vouchers for October Half Term
West Sussex County Council will once again be providing supermarket vouchers to families eligible for free school
meals, for the October half term period. Please ensure that your email address is up to date on Arbor as your code
to redeem a voucher will be emailed to you next week. The value of this has increased to £20 for the October half
term.

Bikeability
If your child is in Year 7 or Year 8 you will have received an email this week about the opportunity for your child to
undertake Bikeability training. This important bicycle safety training is usually delivered in primary schools but
there are a number of children who will not have received this due to their primary schools being closed during the
lockdown. West Sussex County Council are offering to provide this training at a cost of £20 per child. If your child
would like to participate, please complete the expression of interest form before Friday 22 October.
More information here: West Sussex Bikeability

Year 11 and 13 Mock Exams
The Year 11 and 13 Mock Exams will take place in the two week period starting on Monday 1st November and
finishing on Friday 12th November. Full details and timetables will be sent by email to parents and students in the
near future.

Cleaners Required
The academy cleaning team is currently provided by Churchill Cleaning Services. There are currently some
vacancies on the team. If you are interested in this position please contact them directly:
Alice West, Churchill Services
Tel: 07730 320444
Email: alice.west@churchillservices.com
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Year 11 Support Sessions
Here is the Year 11 Support Sessions calendar. Not all subjects are starting straight away but the majority have
already started. Mocks are just around the corner so getting into good habits now for revision will ensure success
for students.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Before school
8.25am - 8.45am Geography History

After school
3pm - 4pm Maths Science English Option

Subjects

After school
4pm - 5pm Languages PE Practical

We are also carrying out some student voice to make sure we are offering the right support needed for our year 11
students. Please encourage them to contribute by following this link - Year 11 Student Voice

Careers
Brighton Sussex Medical School (BSMS) Newsletter
You can read BSMS’s monthly newsletter here. To receive future editions, sign up here

Update details of contacts for year groups
A reminder to all parents that our pastoral system is changing this year.  We wrote to parents in July with details of
the students' new Head of Year, Pastoral Support Officer and tutor group and we are excited about the new
change. A reminder of the key contact details of each year group can be found below.

Key Pastoral Support Contact List
Year/Area Role Name Email

Year 7 PSO Val Westgate vwestgate@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 7 Head of Year Deb Barr dbarr@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 7 Chapter Head Harry Scantlebury hscantlebury@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 PSO Tracy Smart tsmart@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Head of Year Dave Phillips dphillips@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Chapter Head Mel English menglish@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 PSO Helen McDonald hmcdonald@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Head of Year Henri Heery hheery@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Chapter Head Mark Fox mfox@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 PSO Kerry Ramshaw kramshaw@srwa.woodard.co.uk
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Year 10 Head of Year Charlotte Earl-Novell cearl-novell@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 Chapter Head Simon Davies sdavies@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 PSO Claire Smith csmith@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Head of Year Sarah Miller smiller@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Chapter Head Eber Kington ekington@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Pastoral Anne Morley amorley@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Director Jane Everett jeverett@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 Chapter Head Mark Monahan mmonahan@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Safeguarding DSL Eber Kington dsl@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Chaplaincy Chaplain Paul Sanderson psanderson@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Did you go to SRWA or Boundstone?
Join our LinkedIn Alumni page. We run several events each year where former students speak to current students
about their career journey. It would be great if you could sign up and we can keep you informed of upcoming
events. SRWA Alumni LinkedIn
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