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Message from the Principal

Dear Parents and Carers,

It definitely hasn’t been the easiest couple of weeks at the Academy but the good news is
that positive covid case numbers in both staff and students are on a downward trend. We
also successfully managed the vaccination programme yesterday. It was a really well
organised day and both colleagues and students came together to ensure that everything
went smoothly.

I am acutely aware that a relatively high number of students have had a very disrupted
start to the year. We are working on catch-up plans, including offering catch-up lessons
outside of the normal term times. More to follow on this in the weeks to come.

Speaking of exams, the government has just announced their plans for examinations next summer. You can read
more about it here. Needless to say, we will work through the details with our students and will ensure they are
well prepared.

Next Thursday is the funeral of our Chair of Academy Council, David Simmons. He would have had plenty to say
about current affairs and we are missing him. Dave would have been very pleased to know that he is succeeded by
Lloyd Dannett, who is the Deputy Head from Hurstpierpoint College. Lloyd has previously chaired our Standards
Committee and has been instrumental in our improvement story over a number of years.

Finally,  just to say I have been so impressed with how the students have handled the recent disruption. They have
been very tolerant of the adjustments we have had to make and I look forward to getting back to full speed over
the next couple of weeks.

All the best,

Kieran
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Key Dates

Date and Time Year group Event Notes

Thursday 7th October,
5pm - 8pm

N/A SRWA Year 6 Open Evening Many of our students will be
involved, supporting tours and
guiding year 6 families.

Friday 8th October All INSET day School closed to students.

Thursday 14th October,
6pm - 7pm

Year 11 Year 11 Preparing for GCSE
Success Evening

An online event to support your
child in achieving their best at
GCSE. Further details to follow.

Saturday 16th October -
Sunday 17th October

Year 11 Y11 DofE Bronze Assessed
Trip - PROVISIONAL

Thursday 21st October,
6pm - 8pm

Year 11 SRWA W6 Sixth Form Open
Evening

As part of their seven-year
journey with us, all Year 11s and
families are invited to find out
about A-levels & other post-16
options at SRWA.

Reporting absence
Obviously, our aim is to keep our students healthy, happy and attending school. If, however, you need to report
your child absent from school, you must contact the Academy on the first day of their illness and every day
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thereafter by telephoning the Student Absence Line 01903 766177 between 08:00 and 09:30, or by email on
studentabsence@srwa.co.uk. Please give brief but complete details of the reason for their absence. This guidance
also applies to sixth form students.

If you wish to report a COVID-related absence due to a positive Lateral Flow or PCR test, please also contact the
Student Absence Line on 01903 766177, or studentabsence@srwa.co.uk, following up with any pending test results,
and also when self-isolation is due to end. This will ensure that the Pastoral and Attendance teams can code
correctly and follow up appropriately with you.

DfE Chromebook Scheme
We are now ready to begin the process of returning Chromebooks to families to support learning at home. They
will be allocated according to Free Schools Meals status and prioritised for students in exam year groups.
If your child was entitled to a device in the past, and you still need one, contact our IT Helpdesk
ITHelpDesk@srwa.woodard.co.uk and we will get back to you based on our priority criteria. We are first inviting
requests from families in receipt of free school meals. We apologise if we are unable to fulfil all requests. We are
hoping to broaden the criteria in time.

Reminder there is an SEN homework club for students.

Remote Learning During Self-Isolation
If your child is required to isolate at home, they should sign in to Google Classroom to find the work to complete
for their lessons. Teachers have begun posting work for students to complete. In most instances, students should
navigate to the topic they are presently studying.

To submit work students should do the following.

1. Visit the Classwork tab and scroll down to the
Remote Learning Submission topic.

2. Click on the Remote Learning Submission
assignment and attach any work they have done
and click on Hand In.

3. If your child wishes to hand in more work, they can simply “un-submit” the work in the same way, add more
files, and then resubmit.

4. Remember: if your child is using a mobile app version of Google Classroom, work can also be submitted by
photographing the work.

A walkthrough video for students is available within the assignment on Google Classroom, but can also be found
here: Submitting Remote Learning at SRWA

The submission process is the same for all subjects, so will be found in the same way for each.
In some instances, our staff are also isolating or unwell themselves, but we are doing our best to ensure that any
child who is required to stay at home is able to access their learning.

Google Classroom and Homework
In addition to the remote work mentioned above, homework will also be set on Google classroom.
The Maths team would like to let you know that there will also be sheets and booklets added so students can
download and print off any work they miss. Answers will be added to assignments at a later date so all students
can mark their work if they are unable to hand in their homework to their teacher. They need to click hand in once
completed.
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Google Classroom for all parents
You will have recently received emails inviting you to sign up for Guardian Summaries for Google Classroom. This
is the way Google Classroom allows you to access information about the work your child is being set.

Further details on signing up for Guardian Summaries can be found here.

PLEASE NOTE:
When you click on the link, make sure you are signed into the correct email address. Using an Incognito Mode tab
sometimes makes this easier.

Extra Curricular Activities
We are happy to be able to offer a wide variety of extra curricular activities. Here is the list of clubs available now
for the autumn term.

ParentPay
The Academy has now engaged ParentPay as the new system for paying for trips, resources, and shop items. You
will receive an email with your activation code next week. Please note that, for now, we are going to keep Swiftpay
for all dinner money top-ups. We would ask you to continue to use Swiftpay for topping up dinner money and use
the new ParentPay system for trips and other items. During the remainder of this term, we will be happy to receive
feedback from parents on both systems and will review at the end of the term whether it would be beneficial to
merge these into one. Please send any feedback on these systems between now and the end of November to
sbull@srwa.woodard.co.uk. Please bear with us during this transition period.

Remember:
SwiftPay - Online payments for dinner money
ParentPay - Online payments for anything else

Year 7 Access to Canteen at Break Time
Please note that from Monday 4th October, Year 7 students will be able to access the canteen at break time for
pizza, sandwiches and snacks. Please note that if your child is eligible for free school meals then they may collect a
bread roll or piece of fruit from the canteen at this time, as per the note below.

Free School Meals at Break Time
The Academy promotes healthy eating for all students. As such, the allowance for free school meals can only be
used at lunchtime, and it is encouraged that this is used for the main hot meal of the day. However, it can also be
used for sandwiches, paninis or snacks. Please note that additional bread rolls and fruit are provided at breaktime
for students eligible for free school meals. Additionally, breakfast club is provided free of charge for eligible
students at the start of the day.

Year 11 Support Sessions
Here is the Year 11 Support Sessions calendar. Not all subjects are starting straight away but the majority have
already started. Mocks are just around the corner so getting into good habits now for revision will ensure success
for students.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Before school
8.25am - 8.45am Geography History
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After school
3pm - 4pm Maths Science English Option

Subjects

After school
4pm - 5pm Languages PE Practical

We are also carrying out some student voice to make sure we are offering the right support needed for our year 11
students. Please encourage them to complete by following this link - Year 11 Student Voice

Careers
Virtual Work Experience
Springpod has many virtual work experience placements for a wide range of age groups, for students during the
October half term, with a wide range of opportunities from business and STEM to medicine and psychology.
Students who have participated in this in the past have been able to work with the likes of Spotify, Coca Cola and
many more.

Covid Risk Assessment and Contingency Plan
You can find our live Covid Risk Assessment and Contingency Outbreak Management Plan on our website.

Morrisons It’s Good to Grow Scheme
The Academy has registered for the Morrisons Good to Grow Scheme. If you are a Morrisons customer you can
help us to raise money for gardening equipment with the following steps:

1. Morrisons customers download the MyMorrisons app
2. Sign in or register to MyMorrisons and select ‘The Sir Robert Woodard Academy’ as the chosen school
3. Scan the app at the checkout or use it online when shopping.
4. For every £10 spent the Academy will receive a Grow Token which can be exchanged for gardening

equipment.
We will be using any tokens received for gardening tools, seeds, gloves and aprons, and look forward to sharing
these with our students.

Update details of contacts for year groups
A reminder to all parents that our pastoral system is changing this year.  We wrote to parents in July with details of
the students' new Head of Year, Pastoral Support Officer and tutor group and we are excited about the new
change. A reminder of the key contact details of each year group can be found below.

Key Pastoral Support Contact List
Year/Area Role Name Email

Year 7 PSO Val Westgate vwestgate@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 7 Head of Year Deb Barr dbarr@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 7 Chapter Head Harry Scantlebury hscantlebury@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 PSO Tracy Smart tsmart@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Head of Year Dave Phillips dphillips@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Chapter Head Mel English menglish@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 PSO Helen McDonald hmcdonald@srwa.woodard.co.uk
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Year 9 Head of Year Henri Heery hheery@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Chapter Head Mark Fox mfox@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 PSO Kerry Ramshaw kramshaw@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 Head of Year Charlotte Earl-Novell cearl-novell@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 Chapter Head Simon Davies sdavies@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 PSO Claire Smith csmith@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Head of Year Sarah Miller smiller@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Chapter Head Eber Kington ekington@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Pastoral Anne Morley amorley@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Director Jane Everett jeverett@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 Chapter Head Mark Monahan mmonahan@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Safeguarding DSL Eber Kington dsl@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Chaplaincy Chaplain Paul Sanderson psanderson@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Did you go to SRWA or Boundstone?
Join our LinkedIn Alumni page. We run several events each year where former students speak to current students
about their career journey. It would be great if you could sign up and we can keep you informed of upcoming
events. SRWA Alumni LinkedIn
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