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Message from the Principal

Dear Parents and Carers,

The summer term is yet to live up to its name in terms of temperature. However we
are doing our best to get lots of activities going for the students and we plan to
ramp this up over the coming weeks. It is clear that sport and exercise have a big
role to play in terms of helping everybody get back on an even keel.

We will also spend much of the summer term getting ready for the academic year
ahead, writing and staffing the timetable, updating the curriculum and reflecting on
what has gone well and where we need to improve further. I will keep you up to date
with this as we go.

One development I would like to share with you now, is that we are going to make some pastoral changes.
We have found that working in year groups has worked really well this year, so we are going to stick with it
and not go back to multiple year groups in one tutor group. In fact we are going to strengthen this model by
introducing Heads of Year. I know many of you enjoy strong relationships with the pastoral support officers
and for the sake of continuity they will continue to work with their respective year groups and move up with
them throughout their time at school. We will strengthen this model by adding a Head of Year that will
further support this work and ensure from an academic point of view that all students are making the
progress they should. Please find below the name of the Head of Year attached to your child’s year group.

Year 7 - D. Barr
Year 8 - D. Philips
Year 9 - H. Heeri
Year 10 - C. Earl-Novell
Year 11 - S. Miller

The team above will start officially in September but will use the summer term to get things lined up, ensure
the handbooks are up to date and hopefully begin a dialogue with you about their aims for the year ahead.
I’m sure you will support them as they settle into the role.

We are expecting an announcement on face coverings and further easing of restrictions in the next few
weeks. I will keep an eye on this and let you know when we plan to introduce any changes.

And finally thanks for supporting the Captain Tom 100 Challenge, two students alone have raised over £100.
Great to see every year group easily do more than 100 miles each over the course of the week. A great
achievement.

1

http://www.srwa.woodard.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@srwa.woodard.co.uk
https://twitter.com/srwacademy
https://facebook.com/sirrobertwoodardacademy


Have a great weekend.

Kieran
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Date and Time Year group Event Notes

Friday 7th May Year 12 UCAS Applications
begin

Students in year 12 should
sign up to UCAS.com to begin
their university applications.

Thursday 13th May Year 8 boys and
girls and
Year 10 girls

HPV Vaccinations Location:  Outdoor PE
changing rooms, sixth form
block

Friday 28th May
7.00-8.00pm

Everyone National Theatre
Connections Showcase

SRWA YouTube channel
SRWA Performing Arts

31st May-4th June All Year Groups May Half Term Holiday Academy closed

Monday 21st June - Thursday
1st July

Year 11 W6 Sixth Form Induction Induction to sixth form and
taster lessons (more details
below)
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Friday 2nd July Year 12 UCAS Personal
Statement Deadline

Upload to Canvas

Year 11:  W6 Sixth Form Transition:  21st June
By the end of half-term (28th May) all year 11 students will have finished their GCSE studies. From Monday
21st June, our W6 Sixth Form Induction programme will begin.

Specific details have been sent to students and to parents, so keep an eye on your email inbox for the
message about it.  A quick summary of the programme is:

Monday, 21st June 2021 - 9.00am
Sixth Form Induction (W6 Building) - an introduction to life in the sixth form, as well as a chance to work
with current year 12 students and hear them talk about their experiences of life after year 11. Students will
receive information for the enrolment process, summer independent learning, as well as details of the taster
sessions over the following eight days.

Tuesday, 22nd June 2021 to Thursday, 1st July 2021
Taster Sessions - Students will have an opportunity to try the subjects they have chosen for sixth form over
the two weeks between the above dates.

Students can try out subjects that they have already selected, or they can try other subjects that they want
to know more about. It is a good opportunity to explore the options available to them before committing to
subjects on enrolment in August.

Who can join?
All students in year 11 are welcome to join us for the two weeks. It is a good bridge between year 11 and year
12 and will make the transition to the next stage easier. It is also a chance for any students who are unsure
to find out more about W6 Sixth Form. Students who intend on joining the sixth form in September will be
expected to attend.

Summer Independent Learning
During the induction programme, students will receive information about the preparatory work they will
complete over the summer. They will be given access to our sixth form learning system, Canvas. The work
over summer allows students to make a good first impression and a good start for their sixth form studies. It
will also help close some of the gaps they may have as a result of any lost learning in the past.

Results Day and Enrolment
More details will be provided, but on Thursday 12th August which is GCSE results day, the sixth form team
will be on hand to support students with their applications. In most cases, this is confirming their subject
choices, and for others it may be supporting them with making new choices based on grades.

Year 12 - University Applications
We have now commenced the process of supporting students with applications for university. It is always an
exciting time. Over the coming weeks we will be supporting students to explore university options and the
courses available to them. We encourage all students to participate even if they think university is not for
them, as the process allows them to explore a wide range of industries and careers.

As a parent of a sixth form student, you can visit Canvas to see the resources available in the UCAS Module
and tasks being set for students.
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In the coming weeks, we will ask students to identify the broad subject areas they are interested in, and
then we commence the process of working through personal statements.

Deadlines:
Students have a deadline of 9th June for their first personal statement draft, and the final deadline is 2nd
July. It is our intention to then have the applications ready to send when we return after summer.

What Support Can I Give My child?
Spending time talking through their options, using the UCAS.com website to explore universities together,
and saving them as favourites is a helpful process.

It is also helpful to check-in on how they are getting on with their personal statement. Experience shows the
task can drag on for quite some time, so a bit of support and encouragement at home would be helpful.

What Do You think?  Virtual Parents’ Evenings Feedback
COVID has definitely changed how we do things and we were glad that we had made the move to an online
booking system for parents’ evening quite a few years ago. This meant that the move to virtual events was
easy to make. This enabled us to meet with hundreds of families this academic year to discuss their
children’s progress.

We are exploring how we operate parents’ evenings next year, and we would love to hear your feedback on
your experience. Please be completely open and honest; all feedback will help us make the right decisions
for next year.

Parents’ Evening Feedback Form.

Year 12 Work Experience:  7th June 2021
One of the biggest barriers for young people entering the world of work is the lack of meaningful work
experience. COVID has not made this any easier. This year students are able to take up either a face to face
work placement or one of many virtual events with employers across the country.

Resources are kept in the Work Experience module on the Year 12 Enrichment module in Canvas.

Some examples of opportunities include virtual placements with GSK, marketing, finance, engineering and
much more. We have put together some resources to support students, including:

● Springpod: This platform will list numerous virtual work experience programmes. (Students have
received an email invite for this)

● Workfinder: This will allow students to sign up to Workfinder.com to find upcoming opportunities.
There is also an app which students can use to find opportunities.

● Speakers4Schools: Head to their virtual work experience section.

DEADLINE: Students must submit the details of their placement to Mrs Morley by Friday 21st May.

Maths Anxiety - Free Webinar
The concept of maths anxiety is not new, it can be traced back to at least six decades ago when the idea of
'number anxiety' was introduced by the researchers, Dreger and Aitken in the 1950’s.

Maths anxiety can be defined as unpleasant emotions and thoughts, such as fear, dread and worry, that
appear in academic and life situations involving mathematical tasks.
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This academic term, the maths department will be commencing intervention to support students with maths
anxiety.  On Wednesday 12th May at 8.00pm, there is a free webinar entitled ‘Helping Your Child
Overcome Maths Anxiety and Build Mathematical Resilience’, which is aimed at parents of children aged
9–14 years.  The webinar will explain what maths anxiety is and how to spot the signs.  It will also offer
practical strategies to help your child cope and build mathematical resilience.  If you’re interested in finding
out more and reserving a place for the free webinar, please click on this link: Webinar Link

Education Development Trust Labour Market Information Bulletin
We continue to receive a wealth of information about the ever changing jobs scene. The attached document
makes for interesting reading for parents and students.
What are the trends in employment in the area? Did you know Greggs is opening more stores? How many
job vacancies were there recently?
Read this document to find out more: Education Trust Labour Market Information

Year 11 - National Citizen Service (NCS) Summer Programme
Many of you will have heard of the National Citizen Service (NCS).   This is a £1500 summer programme,
hugely subsidised by the Government and available for a total cost of just £50!  Due to COVID-19, last year
was a little different, but this year NCS are offering the same fantastic programme they have always offered!

This is Year 11's chance to get back out into the world with their mates, gain some new skills, make even
more friends AND make a difference by getting their communities back on their feet.

Please see this promotional video for a taster as to what NCS is all about: https://bit.ly/2MZhKy2. You can
also find a leaflet here.

NCS are following all Government guidelines with regards to COVID 19 to ensure that the programme is safe
for all.

This year's NCS summer programme will either be a 2 or 3 week programme, giving your child the chance to
gain your independence, get out the house and stay away from home (only on a three week programme).
Which, let's face it is much needed!

What are the benefits of NCS?
·         Make brand new friends and increase independence
·         Learn new skills that can be used for work and education
·         Enhance CV and UCAS applications
·         Get out into the world
·         Build confidence
·         Get involved in the local community
·         Have fun

It’s an exciting opportunity and not one to be missed. NCS is only available for 16 or 17 year olds, so if you
feel that your child would benefit from a new challenge or a chance to get out the house and make a
difference, they can visit wearencs.com and register today: places are limited.

National Theatre Connections Performance
During the most recent lockdown, we have been busily working away on our latest National Theatre
Connections play ‘Like There’s No Tomorrow’. This incredible play brings climate change and the importance
of caring about the world we live in, to the spotlight.

Working online has given us lots of challenges and lots of opportunities and we cannot wait to share it with
you on Friday 28th May!
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The performance will Premiere at 7.00pm, on our SRWA Performing Arts YouTube Page here . Please do
tune in and support our students who will be missing a live audience again this year.

Excellent Awards
Well done to all our students who have been working so hard and have been awarded Excellent Certificates.

● Kara Price - for amazing work in chemistry!! Outstanding Excellence and Resilience
● Ollie Goodall-Smith - for amazing work in chemistry!! Outstanding Excellence and Resilience
● Archie Pawluk - for amazing work in chemistry!! Outstanding Excellence and Resilience
● Layla Pelton - Layla has shown a stunning level of commitment and ambition in relation to her reading,

achieving over 600% of her target.
● Charlie Nettlefold - For continued excellence in English (verbal and written)
● Brooke Dixon - Going above and beyond at home with the population top trumps activity in Geography
● Olivia Bowring - For continued Excellence in English, and writing a superb piece of poetry!

After School Clubs

You can find details of our after school clubs here

Year 7X vs 7Y Summer Sports Challenge

Congratulations to ..... the X band who won the first of the X vs Y Summer Term Competitions- Football! It
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was a closely fought match with a final score of 5-4. Player of the Match X Band - Luke Anscombe… what a
goal! Player of the Match Y Band - Xander Silverthorne - what a team player!
Good luck to everyone taking part in this week’s X vs Y Basketball Challenge. Who will be victorious? Is it Y’s
turn?

Captain Tom 100 - SRWA Challenge

A huge well done to all the students who took part in the Captain Tom 100 challenge this week. A 1km
course was measured up around the Academy grounds and students have been busy aiming to reach their
personal running goal of either 3, 5 or 10k in their PE lessons this week. The aim was for each class to total
100km. Funds raised will be donated to local charity Young Minds, who work to support young people with
mental health issues. There have been so many amazing efforts by student but special mentions go to the
following great runners who literally went the extra mile - Ben Douglass (year 11), Ethan Standen (year 12),
Eddie Burton (year 7), Daizy Graham (year 10), Ryan Riddles (year 10), Freddie Pickles (year 10) and Tom
Ashworth (year 10). Mr Bromely, Head of PE, set himself the target of 50 laps (50km), which he
successfully completed yesterday (allowing his legs time to recover for tennis at the weekend!).
Pictured above are a group of year 8’s at the starting line about to begin their run.

SEND
Find It Out Plus
In Worthing & Adur, Find It Out Plus, acts as the front door for Mental Health and Wellbeing services for
young people aged 11-25.  Leaflet here.

West Sussex Mind
Talking to Young People about Mental Health - a two hour, interactive online workshop for parents, carers
and families for only £5 from West Sussex Mind.

Do you feel confident starting a conversation about mental health with your child?

Talking to your child about mental health can feel daunting and like many parents you may worry about not
having the answers to their questions or saying the wrong thing.  But having open and honest conversations
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about mental health with young people is really important and will encourage your child to feel comfortable
asking for help if they need it.

Don't miss out on the final scheduled session of our popular 'Talking to Young People about Mental
Health' workshop for parents, carers and families on Wednesday 19th May at 10.00am.

This 2-hour interactive virtual workshop will equip you with the tools and skills to calmly and confidently
open up conversations with your child about mental health so that they feel listened to and supported.

We limit the number of people attending these sessions to allow parents and carers to ask questions and
share their own experiences in a safe and supportive environment. If you would like to attend, please book
your place today to avoid disappointment.

Please note that other family members or caregivers over the age of 18 (grandparents, adult siblings etc.)
are welcome to attend this workshop.

Tickets are only £5 for families in West Sussex thanks to funding support from West Sussex County Council
and West Sussex Clinical Commissioning Group. If you are struggling financially but would like to attend,
please email us at: training@westsussexmind.org.

BOOK YOUR
PLACE TODAY

Pastoral Care
Our pastoral and SEND teams are busy supporting students. If you have any concerns at all, please get in
touch - and please bear with colleagues if they can’t get back to you immediately regarding any queries.

Key Pastoral Support Contact List
Year/Area Role Name Email

Year 7 PSO Viv Silverthorne vsilverthorne@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 7 Chapter Head Mel English menglish@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 PSO Claire Smith csmith@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Chapter Leader Henri Heery hheery@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Chapter Head Mark Fox mfox@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 PSO Kerry Ramshaw kramshaw@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Chapter Leader Charlotte Earl-Novell cearl-novell@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Chapter Head Simon Davies sdavies@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 PSO Samantha Peach speach@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 Chapter Head Eber Kington ekington@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 PSO Valerie Westgate vwestgate@srwa.woodard.co.uk
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Year 11 Chapter Leader Deb Barr dbarr@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Chapter Head Harry Scantlebury hscantlebury@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Pastoral Anne Morley amorley@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Director Jane Everett jeverett@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 Chapter Head Mark Monahan mmonahan@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Safeguarding DSL Eber Kington dsl@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Chaplaincy Chaplain Paul Sanderson psanderson@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Key SEND Support Contact list
Department Role Name Email

SEND SENCo Mel English menglish@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND Inclusion Manager Seb Stott sstott@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND HLTA (Year 11) Frances Speller fspeller@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND HLTA (Year 10/8) Anthony Ashby aashby@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND HLTA (Year 9) Jill Cox jcox@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND TA (Year 8) Rachael Ellis rellis@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND TA (Year 7) Louissa Leal lleal@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND SEND Admin Anna Okines aokines@srwa.woodard.co.uk
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