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Message from the Principal

Dear Parents & Carers,

A recent report from the Sutton Trust showed that during the first lockdown only
23% of students nationally were participating in online learning in the state sector.
I’m pleased to say that we were among that small group of schools that were lucky
enough to have the expertise and will to get online quickly. Now, I’m not saying
we’re out of the woods yet, however we are coming to a point where we can calmly
begin to make longer term adjustments to address the impact of the lockdowns on
our students. Even though we did well online, it is clear that learning for school aged
children, in particular, is a social experience. It’s shared and experiential and as I
watch students learn together in classrooms, the natural collaboration that goes on

was sorely missed over this past year.

Everybody is at pains not to become negative about what we have missed out on, because it’s not helpful.
We’ve done a good job, collectively, of remaining as buoyant as possible when we talk about how well our
students have done. However we should also be honest with ourselves and recognise that we are going to
need to do something to address any gaps that have arisen over the past year. This is particularly true of the
younger years and indeed the year 7s that will join us in September.

I know homeschooling had its challenges, but I urge you to try to hold onto the best of it. A recent reading
test that was carried out by a company called Renaissance Learning showed that on average students
nationally are four months behind where we would expect them to be when it comes to literacy. 40,000
students took the test so it was a good sample. I hope the fact that our students stayed engaged throughout
will mean that the gap is less pronounced, however we can take nothing for granted and as such we are in
the process of putting a plan together, which will include  summer school places for some students, long
term additional tuition at the end of the school day. We’re also using our data systems to be forensic about
identifying where students have fallen behind.

In the short term we are busy making sure our year 11s and year 13s have everything they need to get to the
next stage successfully. It’s a stressful time for everybody under normal circumstances so thank you for
bearing with us as we get through the next few weeks. All I would ask is that you  stay in touch with us if you
have any questions. The Assessment team are here to help, as are the pastoral leaders in year 11 and W6. I
know many schools in the area are finishing up on May 28th for exam classes. We felt that we would like to
offer an additional two weeks by way of a transition into KS5. It’s a long summer anyway and we’ll use those
two weeks to ensure our students have a good end to what has been a difficult year.  We’re finalising plans
on what this will look like exactly, so expect some more detail on this soon.
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I’m really pleased with how calmly everybody has returned from the break and there is a great atmosphere
at school. Our students are for the most part fairly relaxed about things, so while I am worrying about how
we will ensure we deliver the full curriculum, the students themselves seem to be doing a good job of
keeping things in perspective, which is one of the great joys of working with young people. It also fills me
with confidence knowing that the team at SRWA will do whatever it takes to ensure that our students do
well and reach their full potential.

Have a great weekend.

Kieran
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Key Dates
Date and Time Year group Event Notes

Tuesday 27th and
Wednesday 28th April
4.30pm-7.30pm

Year 7 Year 7 Parents’
Evenings

Bookings open at
srwa.schoolcloud.co.uk

Monday 3rd May All May Day Bank Holiday No school

Thursday 13th May Year 8 boys and
girls and
Year 10 girls

HPV Vaccinations Location:  Outdoor PE
changing rooms, sixth
form block

Absence Protocols
Please remember that if your child is absent for any reason, we would expect to be informed via the student
absence answerphone on 01903 766177, through the studentabsence@srwa.woodard.co.uk or via the
studybugs app by 9.00am each day.  This is for all students whether COVID related or otherwise.  Please
state the students name, year group and nature of absence.  We will still need to report to the Department
of Education on all COVID related absences and follow Government guidelines around self isolation.
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Possible Financial Support with Self-isolation
Parents and carers of children who have been advised to self-isolate by their education setting or by NHS
Test and Trace are now able to apply for a Test and Trace Support Payment or discretionary payment of
£500, if they meet the eligibility criteria (please see link for further details and how to apply).

Sixth Form Parents: 16-19 Bursary Funding Available
We recognise some families may have suffered hardship as a result of the pandemic. We still have bursary
funding available to support students with their studies. We have support for families with low income as
well as those that have short-term concerns, and we have the ability to make discretionary contributions.
The bursary can be used for equipment, laptops, subscriptions, books and much more. If you are unsure as
to whether you are eligible, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  Please email w6@srwa.co.uk to submit a
request or to find out more.

Education Development Trust LMI Bulletin
Link to doc

Excellent Awards
Well done to all our students who have been working so hard and have been awarded Excellent Certificates.

● Ethan Dryer - for being year 7 ‘Star of the Week’
● Indy Jenkins - for being year 7 ‘Star of the Week’

After School Clubs

Captain Tom 100 - SRWA Challenge

Last year, on Thursday 16th April 2020, 99 year old Captain Tom Moore walked 100 laps of his 25 metre
garden – hoping to raise £1,000 for the NHS. Instead, he raised £32.8 million!

A year on from his remarkable and much celebrated feat, in the week beginning 03/05/2021 SRWA
students are going take part in Captain Tom 100 to follow his example and complete a challenge while
raising money for charity.
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Students in all year groups will aim to complete either a 3km, 5km, or 10km walk / run around a 1km track in
their first PE lesson of the week. It would be great if students could raise as much sponsorship as they can in
order to help SRWA to support local charities. There will also be awards for the class with the highest
average laps, and the top 10 students with the most laps.

Pastoral Care
Our pastoral and SEND teams are busy supporting students. If you have any concerns at all, please get in
touch - and please bear with colleagues if they can’t get back to you immediately regarding any queries.

Key Pastoral Support Contact List
Year/Area Role Name Email

Year 7 PSO Viv Silverthorne vsilverthorne@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 7 Chapter Head Mel English menglish@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 PSO Claire Smith csmith@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Chapter Leader Henri Heery hheery@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Chapter Head Mark Fox mfox@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 PSO Kerry Ramshaw kramshaw@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Chapter Leader Charlotte Earl-Novell cearl-novell@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Chapter Head Simon Davies sdavies@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 PSO Samantha Peach speach@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 Chapter Head Eber Kington ekington@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 PSO Valerie Westgate vwestgate@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Chapter Leader Deb Barr dbarr@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Chapter Head Harry Scantlebury hscantlebury@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Pastoral Anne Morley amorley@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Director Jane Everett jeverett@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 Chapter Head Mark Monahan mmonahan@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Safeguarding DSL Eber Kington dsl@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Chaplaincy Chaplain Paul Sanderson psanderson@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Key SEND Support Contact list
Department Role Name Email

SEND SENCo Mel English menglish@srwa.woodard.co.uk
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SEND Inclusion Manager Seb Stott sstott@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND HLTA (Year 11) Frances Speller fspeller@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND HLTA (Year 10/8) Anthony Ashby aashby@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND HLTA (Year 9) Jill Cox jcox@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND TA (Year 8) Rachael Ellis rellis@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND TA (Year 7) Louissa Leal lleal@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND TA (Year 7) Presley Geal pgeal@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND SEND Admin Anna Okines aokines@srwa.woodard.co.uk
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