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Message from the Principal

Dear all,

Good news and bad news.  The good news is that if you look at the totality of what
we do, the vast majority of our time is spent on teaching and learning. On that front,
things are going really well. I think the staff and students have been remarkable in
how they are just getting on with things.

In the classes that I took this week, I felt the students were really independent and
ready to learn. I’m sure many of them, over the course of the lockdown, have
developed independent study skills that they didn’t know they had. We need to
continue to nurture this and the easiest way is to ensure it’s the norm that

everybody is reading everyday. I am often shocked at how quickly students can pick up new concepts, ideas
and skills and yet at the same time if you ask a class some really basic knowledge questions like, what is the
capital of Italy? - not everyone knows the answer. This is not a question of ability or intelligence. If you feel
like your son or daughter has this kind of knowledge gap, yes I hope you can rely on school to do much of
the heavy lifting, but encouraging a daily reading routine at home for all ages would really make a
difference. If you would like some specific advice on encouraging your child to read more, please get in
touch. We have a really good library and librarian at school and we would be delighted to hear from you.
We’re having a big push on literacy after Easter at the Academy and we will share some of the highlights
here.

The bad news is that we have had a couple of fairly serious incidents on Upper Boundstone Lane with traffic
lately and the whole community needs to come together to do something about it. Cars park on both sides
of the road and the average KS3 student is completely hidden to oncoming traffic. I feel the youngest
students are most vulnerable. We will continue to run road safety weeks here and we will have conversations
with the Police and West Sussex County Council about how we can improve things further, however there is
one simple thing we can do today and that is to respect the large raised KEEP CLEAR space in front of the
north gate. This gate is mostly used by our younger students. My intention is to retrain them to only cross
the road at the designated points. It may take a bit of effort to get into that habit but I think it’s worth it. It
won’t work if people insist on treating the KEEP CLEAR space as a drop off point, which results in others
overtaking them. It’s just dangerous and it makes a bad situation a lot worse. So thank you in advance for
your cooperation here in preventing any further near misses.

Wishing you all the best for a Happy Easter.

Kieran
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Key Dates
Date and Time Year group Event Notes

Monday 29th March Year 9 Options Deadline Options choices can be
submitted at
www.srwa.woodard.co.u
k/options

Thursday 1st April
12.45pm

All Year Groups End of term School finishes at
12.45pm

Friday 2nd April-Friday 16th
April

All Year Groups Easter Holidays

Monday 19th April All Year Groups Back to School

Tuesday 27th and
Wednesday 28th April
4.30pm-7.30pm

Year 7 Year 7 Parents’
Evenings

Booking opens on 11th
April at
srwa.schoolcloud.co.uk

Road Safety
Reminder of the following road safety rules around the Academy.

● No parking or stopping on the Keep Clear area immediately outside the Academy
● No overtaking on the road outside the Academy
● Students should pay attention to the road traffic and not walk along looking at their phones.
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New Supplies of Home Lateral Flow COVID Tests
We have received more Lateral Flow tests to allow testing to continue at home. The new test kits (2 boxes,
each containing 3 kits) will be sent home with every student at the end of the school day, as follows:-

Monday 29th March: Year 11, 12, 13
Tuesday 30th March: Year 7 and 9
Wednesday 31st March: Year 8 and 10

The Government is advising that parents continue with home testing for secondary school students every
3-5 days, including over the Easter holidays.

SRWA Website - Information on performing and recording home COVID Lateral Flow Tests
NHS Video Guide to Completing a Rapid Lateral Flow Test at Home

Each time you complete a test, all results (Negative, Positive or Void/Invalid) must be reported to the NHS
Test and Trace Database (instructions for how to do this are in the test pack), and must also be reported
separately to us, as we are required to keep all results for our own in-school Track and Trace and
record-keeping purposes.

Please report all test results on the link below in addition to informing NHS Track and Trace. You will
need the test ID number printed on the body of the test itself (below the QR Code) to do this, so don’t throw
it away without making a note!:-

Inform SRWA of your child's home COVID Lateral Flow Test result

In the event of your child receiving a positive test result, please take the following further urgent
action:-

1. Contact NHS Test and Trace as per the instructions given in the test kit, and enter your results on the
SRWA database Inform SRWA of your child's home COVID Lateral Flow Test result.

2. Contact the Academy immediately on enquiries@srwa.co.uk, so that we are alerted to identify any
other close contacts, and stop the spread of infection. We will call you back to confirm all details.
Please be assured that your call and details will be handled sensitively and confidentially.

3. Arrange a further PCR test at your nearest test centre. This is important in case the Lateral Flow
Device test has registered a false result.

4. Begin self-isolation for 10 days - this applies to the entire household. If the PCR test comes back as
negative, then your child can return to school if they are feeling well, and your period of self-isolation
ends. If the PCR test is also positive, then your household should continue to isolate for 10 days. There
is no need for anyone else in the household to arrange for a PCR test, unless they subsequently
develop symptoms.

Further government guidance in cases of possible coronavirus infection

Testing at Home Throughout the Easter Holidays
Following the success of the asymptomatic testing programme on the return to school and college, it is vital
to keep testing at home throughout the Easter holidays and into the summer term. Please pass on this
message to all of your staff, students and parents:
● test twice a week at home from now on (all those who are able to)
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● report results online as positive, negative or void. This information is critical in helping us to
understand the prevalence of the virus across the country

● continue to test twice weekly over the Easter holidays
● test before returning to school or college for the summer term, either the night before, or morning of,

the first day back, to find and isolate any positive cases.

Families and households can also access home test kits for adults.

Absence Protocols
Please remember that if your child is absent for any reason, we would expect to be informed via the student
absence answerphone on 01903 766177, through the studentabsence@srwa.woodard.co.uk or via the
studybugs app by 9.00am each day.  This is for all students whether COVID related or otherwise.  Please
state the students name, year group and nature of absence.  We will still need to report to the Department
of Education on all COVID related absences and follow Government guidelines around self isolation.

Year 9 Submitting Option Choices
The final deadline for the submission of the options choices is Monday 29th March. The options form is
available at: www.srwa.woodard.co.uk/options

A recording of the introductory session and subject information can also be found at the address above.

School Uniform and PE kit
COVID 19 restrictions have brought some inevitable challenges with maintaining our usual uniform
expectations and we have made a number of exceptions to support the ‘bubble model’ of teaching and allow
for challenges faced by the shops being shut. However, standards of uniform and presentation remain
important to maintaining high standards inside and outside of the classroom.

We recognise the challenges faced with the recent colder weather and the need for increased levels of
ventilation, however, after Easter as the warmer weather arrives we will be insisting that students do not
wear coats, jackets, non-school uniform jumpers and hoodies in the school building throughout the day.

For the time being the changing rooms remain out of action and therefore students may still wear school PE
kit on the days that they have PE and dance. They should be wearing full school uniform on days that they
do not.  We recommend students who feel cold wear something under their shirts and replacing school
uniform items such as blazers with their own clothes is not acceptable. If there is a specific need for an
exception to be made, this should be communicated with us.

First4uniform is operating online as normal and will be reopening on 12th April if you need any items
replaced.

Equipment for Learning
Student’s pencil cases typically run low on supplies at this time of year, so please may we ask parents to
utilise the Easter break and the reopening of non-essential retail to restock pencil cases with the essentials
for learning.  COVID-19 restrictions still prevent us from loaning equipment and we are discouraging
students from sharing things between them.  As per our website, please can we ask that all students return
after Easter with the following items with them every single day:

● a pencil case
● a black pen and a spare pen or spare cartridges if using a fountain pen
● a green pen
● a whiteboard pen
● two pencils
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● a pencil sharpener
● a 30cm ruler
● a rubber
● a pair of compasses
● a scientific calculator (Casio FX-83GTX is our recommendation)
● a protractor
● a set of coloured pencils/pens
● a glue stick
● a pair of scissors

Possible Financial Support with Self-isolation
Parents and carers of children who have been advised to self-isolate by their education setting or by NHS
Test and Trace are now able to apply for a Test and Trace Support Payment or discretionary payment of
£500, if they meet the eligibility criteria (please see link for further details and how to apply).

Sixth Form Parents: 16-19 Bursary Funding Available
We recognise some families may have suffered hardship as a result of the pandemic. We still have bursary
funding available to support students with their studies. We have support for families with low income as
well as those that have short-term concerns, and we have the ability to make discretionary contributions.
The bursary can be used for equipment, laptops, subscriptions, books and much more. If you are unsure as
to whether you are eligible, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  Please email w6@srwa.co.uk to submit a
request or to find out more.

SRWA Shoreham Bus Users
PLEASE NOTE - On the last day of term, Thursday 1st April,  the SRWA Private Shoreham Bus will leave at
12.45pm.

A Big ‘Thank You’
Huge thanks to Sompting Big Local for the donation of table tennis bats to the Dickens chapter for year 11.

Arbor
On Monday of this week, 22nd March, Arbor switched their SMS provider. This is following some issues
relating to Virgin, Tesco, GiffGaff and Sky mobile accounts not being able to reply to an SMS sent through
Arbor.

You should not reply to any messages stored in your phone prior to Monday 22nd March but you should
only respond to new SMS messages sent to you by the Academy. Anyone who responds to an old SMS will
receive a reply asking them to contact their child’s school via alternative means.

Excellent Awards
Well done to all our students who have been working so hard and have been awarded Excellent Certificates.

● Quinn Hannon, Lewis Greeney, Elliot Perryman, Lillian Holder, Lily Hartzhorne, Georgina Thwaites,
Jasmin Harvey, Lillie Standen, Ruby Heath, Lauren Godley, Elizabeth Bray, Lacie Huxtable and
Abigail Whittington - for their amazing presence during lockdown.

● Phoebe Hopgood and Shumaiya Rahman - for showing ambition at KWA.
● Chloe Douglass - Star of the Week in Year 7.
● Alisha Creamer-West - supporting another student in her first week at school.
● Brendan Hanley - amazing efforts with attendance. We are so proud of you Brendan.
● William Swarsbrick - for your kindness and support. You are still making us proud!
● Aidan Stringer - for your bravery.
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After School Clubs
The PE clubs for  next week are:

Pastoral Care
Our pastoral and SEND teams have been busy supporting students with the return to school. If you have any
concerns at all, please get in touch - and please bear with colleagues if they can’t get back to you
immediately regarding any queries over the next couple of weeks.

Key Pastoral Support Contact List
Year/Area Role Name Email

Year 7 PSO Viv Silverthorne vsilverthorne@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 7 Chapter Head Mel English menglish@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 PSO Claire Smith csmith@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Chapter Leader Henri Heery hheery@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 8 Chapter Head Mark Fox mfox@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 PSO Kerry Ramshaw kramshaw@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Chapter Leader Charlotte Earl-Novell cearl-novell@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 9 Chapter Head Simon Davies sdavies@srwa.woodard.co.uk
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Year 10 PSO Samantha Peach speach@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 10 Chapter Head Eber Kington ekington@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 PSO Valerie Westgate vwestgate@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Chapter Leader Deb Barr dbarr@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 11 Chapter Head Harry Scantlebury hscantlebury@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Pastoral Anne Morley amorley@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 W6 Director Jane Everett jeverett@srwa.woodard.co.uk

W6 Chapter Head Mark Monahan mmonahan@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Safeguarding DSL Eber Kington dsl@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Chaplaincy Chaplain Paul Sanderson psanderson@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Key SEND Support Contact list
Department Role Name Email

SEND SENCo Mel English menglish@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND Inclusion Manager Seb Stott sstott@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND HLTA (Year 11) Frances Speller fspeller@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND HLTA (Year 10/8) Anthony Ashby aashby@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND HLTA (Year 9) Jill Cox jcox@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND TA (Year 8) Rachael Ellis rellis@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND TA (Year 7) Louissa Leal lleal@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND TA (Year 7) Presley Geal pgeal@srwa.woodard.co.uk

SEND SEND Admin Anna Okines aokines@srwa.woodard.co.uk
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