
 

 

Parent Communications 
 
Date:  8 January 2021 
 
Message from the Principal 

 
Dear all,  
 
It’s always busy in education but this has definitely been a week. I’m glad 
we’re getting to the end of it and I’m confident that in the broadest sense we 
are up and running both online and for Key Workers here on site. We are 
testing everyone on site and the team carrying out the testing are fantastic 
and super efficient.  
 
I’m thinking of everyone due to do a public exam this year. I’m thinking of 
our sixth formers who are going to have to navigate choppy waters when it 

comes to securing third level education. I’m also thinking of any parents that are getting involved 
with homeschooling, particularly if you have primary aged children.  
 
With regard to exams, all I can say is please can all students just keep going. We need 100% 
attendance for our year 11 and year 13 online lessons in particular. Job one is just to keep the 
engagement as high as possible and we will do all we can to keep the provision strong all the way 
through regardless of what happens.  
 
Year 13 - Stay in touch with the W6 team. We will work with you individually and do all we can to 
support you with your next steps. We got through it last year eventually, so I remain optimistic 
that our student destinations will be ok once all is said and done.  
 
Home Schoolers, we’ve been here before. Welcome year 7. My ambition is that our students 
should be able to operate independently.  
 
From next week there will be three types of lessons to get your head around. They are described 
in detail in the section below but in summary they are;  
 

1) ‘The live lesson’, a teacher is present online and working directly with students using 
google meets.  

2) ‘The remote lesson’, the teacher is not present but there is work set for the students to 
complete independently.  

3) ‘Digital Detox’ - there is no lesson. The students should get away from the screen, get 
organised, get some fresh air, read a book, essentially take a break.  
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All students will carry out a combination of the above. We are amending the timetables in Arbor so 
you can log on in advance and see which type of lessons your son or daughter has, and when, for 
the week ahead. Bear with us as this comes online but by the end of next week this will be true for 
all lessons taught at the Academy.  
 
We are also going to mix things up a little more this time, starting this coming Wednesday and 
Thursday when we will have two digital detox days - we are setting whole school projects to 
complete offline. All students will engage with these and again, there is more information about 
this below. The activities are fun and it also helps to facilitate our year 8 Parents’ Evening. I can’t 
in good conscience ask our teachers to stay online all day and all evening, so thank you for 
bearing with us on those two days. I have looked at some of the activities and this may be 
something that you will want to get involved with too if you have the time.  
 
I can assure you that everyone at the Academy is flat out balancing home, work and the general 
disruption that the national lockdown brings. Fingers crossed we get through this as quickly as 
possible and everyone in our community comes through safely.  
 
Please feel free to drop me a line with any feedback and thank you to everybody that has written 
to us already, your support is greatly appreciated.  
 
All the best,  
 
Kieran  
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Change to Period 4 Lesson times for Years 8, 11, 12 and 13 
When we are all here in the Academy building, we operate a split lunch, which means that Year 8, 
11, 12 and 13 normally have Period 4 before lunch (at 12:25) followed by their lunch break.  
 
In order to keep things running smoothly and keep everyone online for their lessons at all times, 
whether they are studying in school with us or at home, we now need to keep everyone to one 
lunchtime. So, from Monday, Year 8, 11, 12 and 13 students will have an earlier lunch break, and 
their Period 4 will start at 13:00. 
 
Times of the online school day are now as shown for ALL students:- 
 
P1 - 09:05 
P2 - 10:05 
P3 - 11:25  
P4 - 13:00 
P5 - 14:00 
 
Unfortunately, we cannot make this time change on Arbor without affecting historical attendance 
records, so Arbor calendars will still show the old times - please don’t use them as a guide! 
 
The Three Lesson Types 
As we now know we’re in this online world for the longish haul, it’s important for both students 
and staff that we make the learning provision as sustainable as possible for all. To support that 
ambition, from next week you will see us adopting a more flexible approach to our online 
provision.  
 
For your child, they will still follow their usual timetable as per their calendar, but they will find 
that their lessons will be a combination of three kinds of lessons: 
 

● ‘Live’ lessons - the teacher will be live on Google Classroom via a Google Meet for some or 
all of the session and will be available online during the lesson time to support the 
students with their work. 

● ‘Remote’ lessons - work will be set for students via Google Classroom, which they need to 
complete and hand in, but the teacher won’t be present ‘live’. 

● ‘Digital Detox’ sessions - the students and teacher will take an all important break from 
the screen (DD). During these sessions we would advise students to take some exercise, do 
something practical or relaxing that they enjoy, or read a book. 

 
What type of lesson your child has, and when, will be clear when you look at their calendar, as the 
sessions will be labelled LIVE, REMOTE or DD. Please bear with us over the coming week as this 
information gets updated by teachers on Arbor. It will also be clear when your child goes to their 
Google Classroom what work/type of assignment has been set. You’ve likely seen this happening 
to some extent anyway but this labelling process will help things be as clear and balanced as 
possible for all parties. We believe that this balance will make this stint of online teaching and 
learning as manageable and deliverable for all as it possibly can be - it will hopefully support 
everyone’s well-being and manage screen time whilst also ensuring our students are still getting a 
very strong online provision.  
 

 



 
As the next couple of weeks progress and we settle into a rhythm, if you or your child finds that 
their lesson types are really unbalanced in terms of type, please do feed that information back via 
Chapter teams - we always welcome feedback and where tweaks can be made we will look to do 
so. 
 
Digital Learning Tips 

● make sure your children have the Meets app installed if they are using a phone or tablet. 
This will ensure clicking a link goes straight to the app.  

● a reminder of our Home Learning protocols  
 
Digital Detox Days For all Students: Weds January 13th and Thurs January 14th 
We are really keen to look after our teachers next week, as two long online parents’ evenings on 
top of full days of online teaching, would undoubtedly take their toll. Therefore, to avoid 
colleagues being on screen all day and all evening on those days and to also give students an 
important opportunity to step away and engage in some ‘offline’ activities, Wednesday January 
13th and Thursday January 14th will be digital detox days for all students.  
 
There will be no formal online teaching on those days and students will not follow their usual 
timetable. Instead, all students will be involved in a series of engaging, offline challenges which 
they need to complete. They will then be able to share their achievements at the end of each day 
via their Year Group Google Classroom pages.  
 
There will be a variety of challenges for students to complete on each day, including creative 
writing, art, physical and well-being activities. Challenges will be introduced each morning via 
Google Classroom - but then they step away from the screen and get going!  
 
If you’re at home, please do encourage them on those days (and make sure they stay offline!) and 
if you’re at work, we’re sure they will be keen to share their exploits with you on your return. 
 
We’re really looking forward to seeing what they achieve on these enrichment days and we look 
forward to sharing the highlights with you next week. 
 
Year 8 Parents’ Evenings 
Year 8 Parents’ Evening is still going ahead, and it is held completely online with face to face video 
appointments. You can book your appointments here: srwa.parentseveningsystem.co.uk 
 
Teachers will have availability across both evenings. If you have any issue accessing our booking 
system, please get in touch with our admin team.  
 
Given the current situation, you may wish to have separate people join the video calls who are not 
in the same household. These steps will allow you to invite another relative to join the calls: 
Adding additional participants to a parents’ evening appointment. 
 
Free School Meal Vouchers 
We apologise for the problems with the FSM vouchers for this week, this has now been resolved by 
Sodexo and the voucher codes initially sent to the students’ Academy email addresses are now 
live.   We will be in touch with you with regard to the FSM vouchers for the coming weeks. 
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Device Donation 
Last week the BBC ran their Make A Difference campaign with the emphasis on finding 
laptops for schools for home learning during this lockdown. Business2Schools is one of the 
main platforms for this appeal and we signed up with them as an interested school. We’re 
delighted to say that a few kind donations have already been received and passed on to 
those in need of devices. This adds great support to bolster the small number of loan 
devices we have available through other sources. Please visit business2schools.com/donate 
to find out more, and if you feel you can help, please contact our reception via our enquiries 
email address.  
 
No Internet at Home?  
The government and mobile operators are providing support for families where there is no fixed 
line internet in the home. 
 
We have a few 4G Wifi dongles in the Academy that can be loaned to families.  Also, if any family is 
using their phone as a hotspot, and you are unable to afford the additional data allowance 
required to give your child access to their online learning resources, your mobile operator may be 
able to help.  
 
Please contact our IT Helpdesk if this applies to you. To request extra mobile data, we will need to 
collect the following information: 

● the account holder’s name 
● their mobile number (a number beginning with ‘07’) 
● their mobile network 
● whether you pay monthly or pay as you go 

Once we have this information we can submit your request on your behalf.  
Please read the privacy notice here.  
Get Help with Tech  
 
IT HelpDesk 
The IT HelpDesk is here for families - students and parents - to ensure that everyone can access 
their learning resources. Problem with a tablet? Chromebook playing up? Forgotten a password? 
Please feel free to get in touch with us and we will see how we can help. We will get back to you as 
fast as we can. ITHelpDesk@srwa.woodard.co.uk 
 
Careers 
In the past we would run countless careers trips to visit 
universities and a wide range of employers to help students 
navigate the world of careers and further education. 
Naturally,  a lot of this can’t happen at the moment but so 
many organisations have done a great job of putting on 
virtual events. 
 
Up until now we have shared them here on the parent 
communication. What we would like to do going forward is 
to set them up on Arbor as Free Trips which parents could 
then sign up to for their children. This would allow us to get 
a sense of participation and engagement, as well as any 
students who may not have had a chance to get involved.  
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We have posted a few on there already, including a Q&A with British Astronaut, Tim Peake. There 
is a wide range of opportunities, including work experience, visits and talks. Industries so far 
include engineering, marketing, the Army, health care and much more will come online soon.  
 
Helpfully many of them are scheduled outside of school hours so that students won’t miss out on 
their learning, and parents can also join in. 
 
Check the Trips section of Arbor. 
 
Lockdown Shout Outs  
Year 8 Geography - Amy Grimster for volunteering to unmute herself and read to the rest of the 
class! 
Year 8 English - Cassidy Brazil for filling the chat with her amazing insights 
Year 10 English - Blake Waddington for always being first online and contributing well, mostly on 
the topic in hand! 
Year 11 English - Charlotte Back for sharing her brilliant poetry response with the class 
Year 8 French: - George Alnakoula, Oskar Birtles, Amelia Thomas and Emily Trott from 8X2 who 
were this week’s Quizlet Live superstars amongst a tough field!  
 
Well done to Year 9 Art students for producing some wonderful mushroom paintings in the style 
of Japanese Artist , Yayoi Kusama. Ms Heery said: "I was really impressed with the work and 
particularly the detail they put in!" Pictured below is work from Evie, Jasmine, Lacie, Lily, 
Elizabeth and Maddie. 
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Pastoral Care  
Our pastoral and SEND teams are committed to staying in contact with students during our 
closure. As well as regular check-in calls with those who might particularly need support, we’ve 
set up year group Google Classrooms where advice, encouragement and wellbeing tips will be 
shared. Please encourage your children to interact with these forums - it’s a great way for your 
children to stay in touch with their fellow students and our support teams. 
 
If you have any concerns at all, please get in touch with a member of your child’s Chapter team or 
our SEND team. 
  
Key Pastoral Support Contact List 

 

Chapter/Are
a 

Role  Name  Email 

Year 7  PSO  Viv Silverthorne  vsilverthorne@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

Year 7  Chapter Head  Mel English  menglish@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

Year 8  PSO  Claire Smith  csmith@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

Year 8  Chapter Leader  Henri Heery  hheery@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

Year 8  Chapter Head  Mark Fox  mfox@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

Year 9  PSO  Kerry Ramshaw  kramshaw@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

Year 9  Chapter Leader  Charlotte Earl-Novell  cearl-novell@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

Year 9  Chapter Head  Simon Davies  sdavies@srwa.woodard.co.uk  

Year 10  PSO  Samantha Peach  speach@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

Year 10  Chapter Head  Eber Kington  ekington@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

Year 11  PSO  Valerie Westgate  vwestgate@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

Year 11  Chapter Leader  Deb Barr  dbarr@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

Year 11  Chapter Head  Harry Scantlebury  hscantlebury@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

W6  W6 Pastoral  Anne Morley  amorley@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

W6  W6 Director  Jane Everett  jeverett@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

W6  W6 Chapter 
Head 

Mark Monahan  mmonahan@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

Safeguarding   DSL  Eber Kington  dsl@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

Chaplaincy  Chaplain  Paul Sanderson  psanderson@srwa.woodard.co.uk 
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Key SEND Support Contact list 

 
This is a very difficult time for many. Please, if you don’t have access to support and need help, 
contact, confidentially, our Chaplain Paul Sanderson on psanderson@srwa.woodard.co.uk.  We are 
working closely with several other support groups that we can connect you with, if urgent help is 
needed or you just need someone to talk to. Please don’t hesitate to ask. Together we can do this.  
  
Paul Sanderson MBE 
Chaplain 

 

Department  Role Name Email 

SEND  SENCo  Mel English  menglish@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

SEND  Inclusion Manager  Seb Stott  sstott@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

SEND  HLTA (Year 11)  Frances Speller  fspeller@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

SEND  HLTA (Year 10/8)  Anthony Ashby  aashby@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

SEND  HLTA (Year 9)  Jill Cox  jcox@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

SEND  TA (Year 8)  Rachael Ellis  rellis@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

SEND  TA (Year 7)  Louissa Leal  lleal@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

SEND  TA (Year 7)  Presley Geal  pgeal@srwa.woodard.co.uk 

SEND  SEND Admin   Anna Okines  aokines@srwa.woodard.co.uk 
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