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Message from the Principal 

 
Dear Parents,  
 
Feels like the odds have been against us over the last couple of weeks. We 
are one of the one-in-five schools that are partially closed. We are also one 
of the 300 schools impacted by the data breach at Wisepay.  
 
With regard to the partial closure, our year 11s will return on Thursday 22nd. 
Attendance online has been excellent. The year 11 area has been cleaned 
from top to bottom and we’re looking forward to having them back this 
week. I’m sorry for the inconvenience to families and I wish I could tell you it 

will be the last time, but I suspect, before the winter is over, most schools will have to partially 
close at some stage.  
 
With regard to Wisepay, we are going to make a significant change and you will receive a separate 
communication about this over the coming days. Again I apologise to anyone affected.  
 
I am very proud of what the students have achieved this half term. Colleagues at the Academy 
have worked extremely hard to keep things going. The amount of cleaning alone that’s going on is 
incredible and as you can imagine everybody feels out of position, as we’re still very much in a 
compromised set up.   
 
But I am especially proud of the students, as they too have had to put up with a lot and have 
complained very little. It is great to hear lessons going on and while there is no doubt it's 
challenging at the moment, I’m confident we’re still offering a good education, which is something 
to be grateful for.  
 
We are taking the opportunity to make some changes after half term. We want to reintroduce 
breakfast club, reset our seating plans, get our extra curricular offer going. This will require some 
adjustments to the school day, details of which you will find below.   
 
Thank you for your continued support, it does make a big difference to the team here.  
 
All the best,  
Kieran  
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Key Dates 

Date and Time  Year group  Event  Notes 

Wednesday 21 October, 
3.00-4.00pm 

Year 11  GCSE Dance 
Choreography Interim 
Assessment 1 

 

Thursday 22 October  Year 7  Flu Vaccinations   

Friday 23 October, 
8.30am-3.00pm 

Year 11  Drama Assessment   

Monday 26 October to 
Friday 30 October 

All  Half Term Holiday  School Closed to 
Students 

Monday 2 November to 
Friday 13 November 

Year 11 and  
Year 13 

Mock Examinations   

Tuesday 3 November to 
Friday 13 November 

Year 12  English and Maths 
Retake Examinations 

 

 
W6 Sixth Form Virtual Open Evening 
Thank you everyone who joined us for our live W6 Sixth Form Virtual Open Evening. The evening 
contained information about the subject offer at W6 and also broader information about post-16 
pathways. 

 



 
If you were unable to join us, you can find a recording on our YouTube channel: W6 Sixth Form 
Virtual Open Evening.  
In the coming weeks we will be sharing more information with students about the pathways 
available to them at 16, in addition to running a sixth form subjects marketplace. Students will be 
able to speak to teachers about their subjects at year 12, and ask questions. The marketplace will 
run in the weeks after the mock exams. 
 
Changes to the Academy Day Timings after Half Term and a Reminder of Social 
Distancing 
We have been impressed with how the students have adapted to using different gates, entrances 
and exits to the Academy and we are really fortunate that the layout of our site supports this ease 
of movement. As there is a ‘natural drift’ in terms of the times that students arrive at the site in 
the morning, we feel confident that from after half term we can return to our standard formal start 
of the day timing, with the different gates and entrances managing the flow as they already are.  
 
We will be keeping a split end to the school day but will be simplifying this to two departure times 
through separate exits. These changes will maximise all important teaching and learning time and 
help us to reintroduce certain extra-curricular activities, as well as enabling valuable staff 
collaboration time to resume. 
 
The new timings are as follows: 

● All students should arrive on site and be at their designated classroom ready for 
registration at 08.50. Arrival after this time will be considered late and marked as such. 
Students must continue to use the correct gate and Chapter entrance as they have been 
and must proceed straight to their Chapter areas, and not leave those designated areas. 

● Years 7 and 9 will finish school at 14.50, leaving through their designated gates (Year 7 
North, Year 9 Middle) 

● Years 8, 10, 11 will finish school at 15.00, leaving through their designated gates (Year 8 
North, Year 10 Mandela Gate, Year 11 South) 

● W6 will continue with their current arrangements. 
 
We will of course keep these new arrangements under constant review. 
 
We would appreciate you taking the time to ensure your children are clear on these new 
arrangements. We would also ask that you remind them of the importance of maintaining safe 
distance from others - both adults and other students.  This includes making sure that they leave 
the site promptly and go straight home, and that they do not gather on pavements or other areas. 
It is really important that members of the public can pass without obstruction and that our 
students are not congregating in groups. We will of course also be reminding students of this 
responsibility.   
 
Additionally we would politely remind parents who are picking up children at the end of the day to 
make sure they are not parking on the zigzag lines whilst waiting, as on occasion this is causing 
congestion and potential risk in Boundstone Lane - thank you. 
 
Year 7 Reports 
Parents will be provided with a hard copy of reports, detailing the results for the recent CATS and 
Progress Tests for English, Maths and Science. Students will be given this information in a sealed 
envelope during registration time on Friday 23 October. This information will be posted out for 
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any students who are absent from school that day. All year 7 data is being reviewed by the SENCO 
and students that are identified as potentially needing support to catch up, will be invited to take 
part in interventions either at school or online. Parents and carers will be notified if this applies to 
their child.  
 
Year 11 Information 
Well done to all Year 11s who have been actively engaging with their remote learning over the last 
period via live Google Meets and assignments. We really look forward to welcoming all of Year 11 
back into the building on Thursday 22 October.  
 
We hope you watched our ‘Preparing for GCSE Success’ presentation on Thursday 8 October. If 
not, you can still find this on our SRWA YouTube channel. In the final part of the presentation our 
Curriculum Directors provide some useful information about how to prepare and revise for the 
upcoming mock examinations (more information later in this communication).  
 
Advance notice that our Year 11 Parents’ Evening is on Thursday 26 November. This will be an 
important opportunity for you to discuss your child’s progress. Due to the current constraints, 
these meetings will be held online via video meetings. You will book your appointments as usual 
through our parents evening booking system, but it will schedule video appointments with the 
teachers. 
 
Further details, including links to the booking system will be sent out after half-term.  
 
Here you will find a link to a guide for parents regarding video appointments and we will advise 
you when the appointments ‘go live’. No special equipment or downloads are required, just a 
smartphone, tablet or computer. 
Parents’ Evening System - Virtual Meeting Requirements 
 
On the afternoon of the parents’ evening, prior to appointments beginning, mock results will be 
emailed to parents and students to give students the experience of receiving a set of results. They 
can then be discussed with teachers that evening.  
 
Mock examinations: 
Mock exams for both Year 11 and Year 13  start on Monday 2nd November for 2 weeks. Copies of 
the Mock examinations timetable will be emailed to parents and students during the course of 
next week.  During this two week period, all students need to be at their morning exam venue at 
8.45am for a prompt 9am start. As the afternoon sessions start at 1.45pm, students will finish 
their Period 4 lesson at 1.10pm for lunch and will need to be at their afternoon exam venue by 
1.35pm. Please note that some examinations may finish at 3.30pm.  
 
Attendance and remote learning expectations in the case of absence 
School attendance became mandatory again for all pupils from the beginning of the autumn term 
and therefore since this time the usual rules on school attendance have applied. Clearly however 
there are some specific circumstances in the current climate which bring potential challenges 
regarding attendance and so it is really important that you continue to communicate with us via 
your child’s year group team if you have any concerns. 
It is important to be aware that in cases where a pupil or group of pupils is unable to attend school 
because they are complying with clinical or public health advice, we expect students to continue 
to follow their curriculum via the resources provided on Google Classroom for each of their 
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subjects. We will be summarising the detail regarding this on our website in due course and we will 
show students how they would find and submit work if such circumstances were to arise. 
 
Extra-curricular clubs 
As mentioned by Mr Scanlon above, we are keen to resume our after school, extra curricular 
provision. There will be a range of activities and clubs for students to participate in, and these will 
operate within the usual year group bubbles.  
Details of the clubs will go on our website in the coming weeks. 
 
Breakfast Club 
We are keen to recommence as much of our normal provision as soon as possible, and to that end, 
reintroduce Breakfast Club for Years 7 and 8 after half term, to ensure those that need it have a 
healthy breakfast before the start of the academy day. If you would like your child to attend the 
breakfast club, and to assess whether there is a sufficient requirement,  please email your 
expression of interest to msadmin@srwa.co.uk by Friday 23rd October. Providing we have enough 
uptake, this will commence from Monday 2nd November. Breakfast Club commences from 8am, 
and in the current circumstances, will be served in the chapter area of the respective Year 7 and 
Year 8 bubbles. Options available will include toast, cereal, roll with jam or marmite, fruit, yogurt, 
cereal, milk, water. Please note that breakfast will be supplied free of charge for children eligible 
for free school meals.   
 
Breaktime Snacks 
There are free snacks at break time for children eligible for free school meals. This is for all year 
groups, and snacks can be collected from their year group chapter base.  
 
A& A Coach 
There will be a couple of minor tweaks to the coach route starting from Monday 2nd November. 
The bus stop outside Southlands Hospital will no longer be used, and instead the bus stop by the 
hospital on the Old Shoreham Road. This is called ‘Stop 4’ on the revised route, which is detailed 
below. The full route map,. With images of the bus stops, can be found on our website.  
 
07:55  Stop 1: Red Lion, Shoreham 
07:57  Stop 2: Upper Shoreham Road, Junction with Adur Road 
07:59  Stop 3: Upper Shoreham Road, Nr to Buckingham Park 
08:09  Stop 4: Upper Shoreham Road, Nr Southlands Hospital  
08:11  Stop 5: St Nicholas and St Mary School 
08:16  Stop 6: A259 High Street, by Ferry Bridge 
08:21  Stop 7: Shoreham High Street, by The Bridge Inn 
08:23  Stop 8: Longshore Pub 
08:25  Stop 9: Lancing Broadway 
08:35  Arrive at SRWA 
 

Seneca Learning 
You may be aware that we are now using Seneca Learning for homework in MFL and Science. 
Seneca offers high-quality free online learning courses for students to study from a computer, 
tablet or phone. Seneca also provides free parent accounts which will be useful in helping you to 
support your child. 
 
You can sign up for a free Seneca parent account here: app.senecalearning.com/parent 
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Seneca have made this handy two minute video to help you get started: Seneca Learning Or you 
can read this guide if you prefer: Seneca Learning PDF 
 
If you have any questions about how Seneca works, you can get support from the Seneca team 
using the live chat on their website or you can email them at learnmore@seneca.io 
 
Careers 
Brighton Sussex Medical School (BSMS) Online Talks - For Students & Parents 
The talks will be exploring a variety of topics, looking at medical school interviews, the NHS and 
getting into medicine. Talks are free to attend, spaces are limited. Tickets can be booked on the 
events page here.   

 
Observe GP Work Experience – For Students 16+  
The Royal College of General Practitioners are offering a virtual work experience for aspiring 
medics aged 16+. Providing an insight into medicine, with an emphasis on general practice, 
through videos and other educational activities. Further information can be found here.   

 
Dr.EAM Conference – Year 12 
The University of Birmingham has a free virtual Year 12 medicine admissions conference Dream 
taking place on Saturday 28 November 2020. Day will consist of inspiring talks, workshops and 
panels made up of doctors and medical students from around the country.  Students wishing to 
attend should apply before Sunday 22 November 2020 using the following link: Dr.EAM   

 
Brighton and Sussex Medical School Outreach Newsletter 
There is a newsletter each month which includes information, articles and updates related to 
studying medicine and about BSMS itself. Most recent edition here.   
 
Get into Tech! Virtual Event with Pathway CTM  
Tuesday 20th October at 6pm 
Sign up here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/121155394045 
  
Virtual Employability Skills Day 
Tuesday 27th October 10am – 3pm 
Sign up here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/121052281633 
 
Possibilities for their Future: Parent Event with PwC, Dyson and Experian 
Thursday 22nd October at 6pm 
Sign up here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/123037082225 
 

 
SEN 
West Sussex Mind 
Online Workshops for People Living and Working with Children and Young People in West Sussex - 
Book here  
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Your Space Therapies 
Your Space Therapies are pleased to present an online Therapeutic Parenting Course.  Boosting 
the Bond  - For the BEST relationship with your child.  To book your place, please email: 
bookings@yourspacetherapies.org.  Leaflet here. 
 
West Sussex Parent Carer Forum (WSPCF) 
WSPCF is a community of parent carers with children and young people who have SEND. They 
work in partnership with the Local Authority to help shape and improve the range of services in 
education, health and social care for families in West Sussex.  
 
Covid has made life difficult for many of us, with many parents feeling isolated. It is also changing 
the way we all work, with far more emphasis now being placed on virtual events via Zoom. 
WSPCF are pleased to announce two upcoming virtual events via Zoom for anyone who may find 
them helpful. 
 
Wednesday 21 October - 10.30am and 7.30pm. 
Meet the Team  - A chance to find out who they are, what they do and how they can support you. 
 
Tuesday 10 November - 10.30am 
Talking Heads - Robert Hayes, WSCC Benefits Adviser will be discussing Universal Credit and Tax 
Credits.  He will be available to answer your questions and help direct you with a range of benefit 
topics.  
 
Parents can access the meeting codes by joining their Facebook page: 
West Sussex Parent Carer Forum 
 
There is also a host of additional information and support at - www.wspcf.org.uk - or from the 
Local Offer - https://westsussex.local-offer.org/ 
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