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Message from the Principal 

 
Dear Parents,  
 
I hope everybody is well. Rather than bombard you with too many emails, 
the strategy remains to try to capture most things in the Parental 
Communication, which we are sending out fortnightly at the moment. There 
are some important notices below and hopefully this format is saving you 
time as well. Always happy to hear from you in regard to things you would 
like to read more about or further explained going forward.  
 
We have settled back at the Academy. Obviously it remains a compromised 

set up, but to be fair to everybody, they are just getting on with it. We have been able to open up 
more of our specialist teaching areas over the last couple of weeks and we’re working on getting 
our extra curricular programme started again in earnest.  
 
As you will be aware, students are not moving about as much as they normally would during the 
day. This is particularly true for the younger years. The teachers are moving from room to room 
and when they get to the classroom they are socially distancing from their students, who are all 
sitting in rows, facing the front. It is very orderly but we will keep tweaking things to ensure our 
students are not missing out too much.  
 
We’re also investing heavily in upgrading the IT at the school, with improved wifi, new projectors, 
laptops and desktops all being installed and upgraded at present. This work is overdue and it’s 
great to finally be having an impact in this area. .  
 
While we are starting to find a good rhythm on the whole, please do tell us if you feel your child 
hasn’t yet settled and we will endeavour to do something about it. The councillors at the Academy 
are excellent, as is the pastoral team and they will be more than happy to hear from you. 
 
In the meantime, I have to congratulate our students and Mr Monahan for this video they made to 
promote the school for open evening. It’s worth a glance if you have a spare five minutes.  
 
All the best,  
 
Kieran  
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Key Dates 

Date and Time  Year group  Event  Notes 

Thursday 8 October, 6pm  Year 11  Preparing for GCSE 
Success Evening 

Broadcast via our 
YouTube channel 

Thursday 15 October, 
7pm 

Year 11  Sixth Form Virtual 
Open Evening 

Broadcast via our 
YouTube channel 

 
Letter for Parents about COVID-19 Symptoms 
Public Health England have asked us to share this letter with parents which explains when a 
person requires a coronavirus test and what the symptoms of coronavirus are. The intention of 
the letter is to help prevent children being taken out of school unnecessarily and answer some of 
the questions parents may have around testing. 
You can view the letter here. 

Year 11 Preparing for Success Evening 
We are planning for our parents/carers and year 11 students, a 'Year 11 Preparing For Success' 
presentation which will be broadcast via our YouTube channel at 6.00pm on Thursday 8 October.  
This event is designed to support families and students with the journey through year 11, with 
handy tips on studying, revising, mindfulness and stress management and much more.  
The video will show up on YouTube a few days before, but will go live at the time noted above. It 
will also be available to watch again on demand.  
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W6 Sixth Form Open Evening - 15 October 7.00pm 
 

 
 
This year, like many colleges, we will be hosting our W6 6th Form Open Evening online. This will be 
a live event with important information for students and parents on post-16 pathways and 
destinations, as well as the subjects and specialist programmes we offer at year 12 and 13. 
We would encourage all students to tune in and hear about choosing a college, how sixth form 
study is different and find out about how the sixth form at SRWA can help students in their 
journey to university and the wider world of work. 
 
The event will be streamed live on our YouTube and Facebook pages (Facebook links can only go 
live 7 days before the event, so visit https://www.facebook.com/SirRobertWoodardAcademy/ 
nearer the time for the link).  
 
Year 11 Careers Activities 
In the coming weeks, students will have registration time activities providing them with 
information about the options available to them next year in post-16 study. These will also include 
careers interviews.  
 
There will also be a series of videos and virtual assemblies they will watch leading up to and 
beyond our 6th form open evening.  
 
A key part of this will be students exploring their own career interests and what they may wish to 
do in the future. Students will be provided with reminders on how to access Start Profile, our 
online careers tool. This allows students to explore their interests and jobs they may like. This 
information is then accessed by Mrs Morley during their careers interview. Each student will 
receive a one-to-one meeting (following safe COVID procedures) to ensure they receive 
personalised support and advice to help plan for their futures. 
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Please take some time to speak with your year 11 child about their career interests and encourage 
them to access Start Profile.  
 
Students will also be given full information about other technical and vocational providers in the 
area. Similar to last year, we will also continue to share careers information through this bulletin, 
with links to useful organisations and sites that will help you explore and discuss careers with your 
child. 
 
If you have any questions about the process, please feel free to contact Mrs Morley, via our 
enquiries email. 
 
Year 7 Flu Vaccinations 
All year 7 students should have brought home this letter and a consent form for a flu nasal spray 
vaccination on Thursday 22 October.  Consent forms need returning by Tuesday 6 October. 
 
Google Classroom for Students and Parents 
This week in registration time we shared with all students in year 7 how to use Google Classroom. 
This presentation is also available to parents so that you can see how Google Classroom works 
and what a student would expect to see and do. 
 
A student only needs to use their SRWA email account and password to access Google Classroom.  
Parents can receive a daily or weekly email summary of work that has been set for your child. You 
may have received an invitation from “Salamander” inviting you to sign up to these alerts. 
 
The presentation and advice on getting the guardian email summaries is on our website here: 
Google Classroom. 
 
In particular, it is worth noting the specific guidance on getting the guardian summaries as these 
are a little tricky. It is helpful to sign out of any google accounts that aren’t yours prior to 
following the sign up link.  
 
If you want to check the settings for your guardian summaries, you can visit 
https://classroom.google.com/gs to change the frequency of your emails and to check if you have 
successfully signed up. 
 
If you have any questions about the guardian summaries, please feel free to email our 
ITHelpDesk@srwa.woodard.co.uk and we will assist you. 
 
We understand that some students may need to be at home self-isolating. Therefore, all our 
subject teams have been working hard to replicate their curriculum in Google Classroom. 
Students will find links to the key topics and areas of study under the Coursework tab in Google 
Classroom. 
 
It is an expectation that students are following their normal timetable and keeping up with work 
that follows the usual day to day while they are self-isolating. Most students will be quite 
confident with the setup of Google Classroom and know where to find work, but they are also able 
to send a message to their teacher through Google Classroom if they require further assistance. 
Simply go to the People tab and click the three dots next to a teacher’s name to email them.   
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We do keep a close eye on when students are logging in and when they are submitting work so 
that we can support them where there are issues.   
 
WhatsApp Rules  
In response to some issues outside of school with students using WhatsApp, we’d like to remind 
parents that the minimum age of use for WhatsApp is 16 years old. It had previously dropped to 13 
years old but in April 2018 it returned to 16 as a response to data-protection legislation.  
 
‘Missing People’ and Adur and Worthing Council 
‘Missing People’ are pleased to present a free online session for parents entitled ‘Keeping Children 
in your Community Safe’. The session will be hosted on Zoom and will be held on three separate 
dates in order to accommodate those wishing to attend.  
 
SEN 
West Sussex Mind 
Online Workshops for People Living and Working with Children and Young People in West Sussex - 
Book here  

 
 
Your Space Therapies 
Your Space Therapies are pleased to present an online Therapeutic Parenting Course.  Boosting 
the Bond  - For the BEST relationship with your child.  To book your place, please email: 
bookings@yourspacetherapies.org.  Leaflet here. 
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