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Message from the Principal
Dear Parents,
We have introduced a new two-week timetable this year to give us more
flexibility when scheduling lessons. By the time you are reading this we are
just coming to the end of the first cycle. It has gone well, but if your son or
daughter has had any issues now is a good time to get in touch, as we will
make a few tweaks over the coming weeks.
The students have returned with really great attitudes, I think the vast
majority are just happy to be back at school, as are we. I have said many
times that our main strategy at school is to keep the year groups apart. The students are now in
the swing of things and as such we can start to introduce some improvements such as opening up
our special teaching rooms and we will make slight changes to break times next week too.
Thanks for your support during the week and spare a thought for our receptionist and the
attendance team who really are flat out constantly at the moment.
As far as possible we’re making it about education for the students, so I will try to steer these
bulletins back in that direction as soon as possible as well. However, in the meantime, I know there
is a lot of anxiety out there and I attach here the guidance we will follow if we do have a confirmed
case so you can understand things from our perspective.
We’re at the final stages of planning for our hybrid teaching plan and we will launch that by the
end of September using Google Classroom, so any student who is self isolating at home can follow
their lessons and keep up with things. More on that next time. In the meantime feel free to get in
touch.
All the best,
Kieran
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Key Dates
Date and Time

Year group

Event

Monday 21 September

Year 7

CATs Tests

Monday 21 - Friday 25
September

Year 10

Reading Tests

Friday 25 September

KS4

Personal
Development
Drop-down Day

Thursday 1 October

Year 5/6

Open Evening

All

Inset Day

Notes

Virtual/Online

7.00-8.00pm

Friday 2 October

Photography Exhibition
Some of our students contributed to a photography competition last year which unfortunately had
to be cancelled. However as a replacement for the exhibition, which would have been shown at
Ropetackle in Shoreham, Photoworks are delighted to be showing an edited, online selection of
the work made by SRWA students for the STEAM project, a partnership with Ropetackle Arts
Centre and the Marine Conservation Society which looked at pollution along our coastline.
Please see the exhibition live here: https://photoworks.org.uk/seas-shoots-and-shores/
The work is brilliant and the students involved should be really proud!

Google Classroom
For many parents and students, you will be familiar with Google Classroom. As mentioned in Mr
Scanlon’s message above, this will be the tool that we will use in the future for any students who
may need to remain at home self-isolating, as well as our regular home learning platform.
We made great progress with Google Classroom during lockdown and we have chosen to use this
as our online learning platform. This means that we will no longer be using Show My Homework.
Over the next two week cycle we will re-launch with students Google Classroom, and introduce it
to year 7 students. Every student should now have their @srwa.co.uk email address which will
provide access to this and other Google tools. Parents will begin receiving “Guardian Summary”
invites over the coming weeks, which will invite you sign up for daily or weekly digests with
information about the home learning being set for your child.
We will share more specific details in the coming weeks about some of the structure and
organisation of Google Classroom to help simplify the process of finding and completing work.
Google Classroom is available on the web and as an app. If you want to have a sneak peak, you can
watch the short instructional video we put together earlier in the year.
Google Classroom Introduction.

Year 7 Computer Logins and Email Addresses
All students were issued with their computer logins and email addresses in the first week. They
were also then sent home to parents by email. If your child does not have their details, please
contact us through our reception enquiries@srwa.woodard.co.uk and we will be able to help.

Arbor
At SRWA we use Arbor as our student database to record everything from attendance and
assessments to timetables and exams. As a parent you are able to login to Arbor to keep your data
up to date, as well as checking live attendance details, student timetables and behaviour points.
Every year, we ask parents to quickly sign in and check that all their details are correct and make
any changes where required, particularly out of date email addresses or mobile phone numbers.
This is particularly important for when we may need to contact you or other emergency contacts.
In addition, we have a number of permissions and consents that we ask you to complete.
Once you are signed in you will see any incomplete consents in the Notices section that you can
click on and complete.
To sign in to Arbor you can click here, or follow the quick link on our website. If you have more
than one child, you can switch between their profiles.
Details of how to login into Arbor are also on our website via the quicklinks - Arbor - Help Guides.

Sixth Form Attendance
We are delighted that our sixth form students have made a very positive start to the academic
year, and the new year 12s have been particularly impressive.
A quick reminder that all students have been sent a “SignIn App” registration email which allows
them to install the SignIn app and sign themselves in when they arrive in college.
When sixth form students arrive at 8.50am, they are required to use the app to sign in. This helps
minimise traffic through our reception and supports the safe operation of the Academy and our
year group bubble system.
Students should also use the app to sign out when they leave at the end of the day. This also helps
with our site health and safety, and provides an accurate record of who is on site in case of an
emergency.
Any student having an issue with the SignIn App should log the issue with Mrs Morley.

W6 Sixth Form Parents Information Evening
Unfortunately we were unable to host our annual Sixth Form Parents Information Evening in
person this year. Thank you to everyone, however, who joined our live Zoom event on Wednesday
evening. The session provided important information for parents of sixth formers, outlining
expectations, systems and support in place for students.
For families who were unable to join at the time, the event was recorded and is now available on
the SRWA YouTube channel.
If you have any questions or require further clarification on any points, you can always visit our
Sixth Form Parents page on our website, or get in touch with us through our reception
enquiries@srwa.woodard.co.uk

Year 13 University Applications
The deadline for university applications is fast approaching. All year 13 students are expected to
have completed their personal statement and had it reviewed by their tutor. Due to the changes of
the structure of the day, we are unable to have normal tutor time. This was when students would
normally work with their tutor on their statement. Therefore, students should contact their tutor
by email for feedback and advice on their personal statement.

Resources to support in the completion of the personal statement are shared on Canvas under the
UCAS module in the Enrichment course.
The final deadline for the completion of personal statements and the final application is October
half-term. After this date, teachers and the sixth form team complete academic references and
finalise the application in time for final submission before Christmas.
Students who are wishing to apply for Oxford, Cambridge, Medical or Veterinary courses, must
have their application submitted by October 15th, in addition to any entrance tests they may need
to sit.

Year 11 Careers, Colleges and W6 Open Evening
In the coming weeks, we will begin the process of supporting students in their post-16 options,
including sharing details of college events, our W6 Sixth Form open evening and careers
interviews. College and Sixth Form applications usually begin in October and we will use the new
turo time structure to provide guidance and support for students as they plan their next steps.
We will require students to spend some time exploring careers using our careers platform “Start
Profile” so that their careers interview will be more meaningful.
In these challenging times, it is even more important that students take the time to consider and
explore their next steps so that they are successful in further education and employment.
More details to follow.

SRWA Allotment Club Update
Lancing Parish Council have given a generous
donation of £500 to the help the Allotment
Club buy a new and improved shed to replace
the current rather dilapidated one (pictured).
Added to the grant from Sompting Parish
(£250), we are now halfway to our target of
£1500 to purchase a much larger shed that
could double up as an outdoor classroom. We
are still awaiting news from another funder
before we can move forward with this project
but this is a very exciting development. Thank
you to Lancing Parish Council for the very
generous donation.

Virtual Open Evening 1st October, 7pm.
At SRWA, our annual Year 6 Open Evening is a highlight of the year, and a great opportunity to
showcase the Academy. Sadly, it is not possible to invite families in to visit the Academy this year
due to the current restrictions and the need to keep everyone safe. Instead we will run a Live
Virtual Opening Evening, which will include a short video highlighting key areas of the Academy, a
live presentation by headteacher Kieran Scanlon and a Q&A session.
Updates will be posted at www.srwa.woodard.co.uk/openevening.
Please feel free to share with friends and family who may be interested. The event is open to
everyone.

